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A Word from the Editor

When we are physically threatened, we run to a shelter for protection; when we
are weak and fearful, we go to someone who is strong and kind for comfort; when we
are in trouble, we seek a powerful person to rescue us; when we are sick, we look for
a doctor to heal us; when we face death, we hope our spirit will be spared of eternal
torture in hell. But who is this Person who is our shelter, comforter, deliverer, healer,
Savior, and has vowed to love us eternally with a covenant love? We all know the
answer. It is God, our heavenly Father. So, who can be the object of God's love and

blessings?

As expounded in minister Jacob You's article “A truly blessed person”, this person
is one who admits he is a sinner, deserving condemnation and eternal punishment,
yet knows his sins have been forgiven when he repents and confesses Jesus Christ
is his Lord and Savior. He is then given Jesus' righteousness because Jesus’ perfect
obedience to his heavenly Father is counted as his through his union with Jesus Christ.
Once he enters God's family and becomes a child of God, he immediately becomes

the object of God'’s lavish blessings.

God’s law defines the bounds of our lives. When we stay inside the “circle of
blessing”, we are protected, guided, provided for, nurtured, and blessed. Other
places in Psalms tell us he who trusts the LORD (Ps. 84:12), fears God (Ps. 112:1),
and dwells in the house of the LORD (Ps. 84:4) is blessed. God's love consists of his
discipline, “because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone
he accepts as a son” (Hebrews 12:6). A child disciplined by his loving Father is a
blessed child.

If our heavenly Father loves us to the point of giving up his only Son to die for our
sins, why don’t we stay close to him and trust him2 One reason could be because of
our sinful nature. We often treat the “constant”, people who are always there and will
never leave us, with little honor. We are sure of their love, loyalty, and faithfulness,
so we go to them or even summon them to help us only when we need them. Many
Christians live like the prodigal son in Luke 15, foolishly choosing to live outside the
circle of blessing and forfeiting their right as sons, and come home only after they

have lost everything and brought shame and disgrace to themselves.

A blessed person is one who fears God, trusts the LORD, dwells in the house of

the LORD, and most importantly, who does not take God's love for granted. <«
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Perfectly Loved FX#2M8 % :

When you barely believed it

When your eyes couldn't see it

Every single moment, you've always been perfectly loved
You're not a problem

You're not a mistake

Don't need fixing or solving

In the arms of His grace
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I Will Carry You EEHH > BESE :

You are not the sum of your mistakes

You don't have to hide the parts of you that ache

| choose you as you are a million times 'cause | am not ashamed of you
| won't walk away from you

| will carry you

Through your darkest night

When you're terrified

| will carry you

When the waters rise

When your hope runs dry

| will carry you
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Prologue

This short article spawned from a question someone asked me earlier in
the year regarding leisure. As | considered his question, which was basically
my thoughts on leisure from a biblical /theological point of view, | went back
to what Scripture said regarding one contemporary aspect of leisure: resting.
One thing that may stand out to some people in my thoughts about leisure is
the relational aspect of leisure. And at the center of the relational aspect is
Jesus Christ, who reconciles us to the Heavenly Father, whom we are called
to rest with. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection makes all of this possible. True
rest is found through Jesus Christ so that we can rest with our Heavenly Father,
which is real rest and real leisure.

Resting or Leisure

When looking at Scripture for what God says about leisure, resting is a
big part. Something that many people forget is that resting and leisure, which |
take to be very similar, should always be conducted with God in mind. Going
all the way back to the creation account in Genesis 1 and 2, we read about
how God created all things, and then He rested (Gen. 2:1-3). Thus, God set
up a pattern of work and rest for all of creation. And then in Exodus 20:8-11,
we read that resting is actually an integral part of our worship of God. As
such, this holy, worshipful resting is a blessing to God's children. | think this
is where this holy resting can be viewed as leisure. Where this holy leisure
is a day to rest, catch your breath physically, spiritually, emotionally, and in
every way. When viewed this way, leisure is not necessarily only an absence
of activity like resting may imply, but leisure may include activities that are
not necessarily work, but more recreational activities. Many people may not
view worship as a recreational activity, but real worship of the Triune God is
really a blessing to people worshipping God and restorative (cf. Mark 2:23-
28, when Jesus and His disciples were walking together and some of them
picked some grain to snack on). Coming into the presence of our Heavenly
Father and enjoying His love, being reminded of how He cares for you, how
He sacrificed His only Son to bring you back into a good relationship with
Him again should be restorative. An illustration from human life can be my
relationship with my wife Joyce. During the day, we both work, but at the end
of the day, | love spending time with her. Even better, during the weekend
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(after a week of work), | love sharing activities with her, where we do activities
together. So physically, | am not resting because | am physically and mentally
active as | do things with Joyce. Yet, at the same time, | am still resting from
my usual work because these activities rejuvenate and restore me. These are
leisurely activities that we both enjoy doing together (i.e., going for walks,
going shopping, driving around, watching a movie together, sharing a meal
together, etc.) and they are very restorative. They, more importantly, also

strengthen our relationship together.

So God provided one day out of seven for us to spend with Him, instead
of our usual work activities, or other activities. This day is the Lord's Day, and

on this day we rest in His presence, and enjoy His loving and gentle presence.

What is especially special on this day
So from a biblical point of view, is the loving reminder that in Jesus all

. - . of our sins are forgiven. Jesus did it all
leisure is time spent resting in
completely so that we may rest from

]
God's presence. trying to prove to God that we are

"good enough." Instead, free from
guilt and shame, we can enjoy being with our Heavenly Father who also
enjoys being with us. It is not a burden to our Heavenly Father to carry us in
His arms while we rest contently in His arms (instead of squirming like some
babies do, which is not very restfull). That is also why our Sunday worship
is really a celebration of a reconciled and renewed relationship with God.
Consider also the benediction that our Heavenly Father commands to be
given to His children (Numbers 6:22-27). This is how the Lord of the universe
views you! This is His attitude toward you! His face is beaming with joy and
happiness as He looks at you (Numbers 6:25-26). And we have all of this
through Jesus the Christ (Romans 5:6-11).

So from a biblical point of view, leisure is time spent resting in God's
presence. In a similar way, | enjoy those short evenings with my wife at the
end of the day, it is also good to spend time briefly resting in our Heavenly
Father's presence every day. But on Sunday, the Lord's Day, is the big, special
day where we get to spend the entire day enjoying God's loving presence.
Part of this time is spent with other followers of Christ at church, but the rest of
the day is more one on one with God, or with a small gathering of people like

our immediate family. <«
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Doubting and Unbelieving

Before | met Christ, | was a selfish person who was judgmental and was
quick to become angry or violent towards others. | wasn't even aware of it,
and it was difficult for me to understand why | was punished for my actions.
| was taught about sin in church, but | never really believed it. | was simply
going through life, not living in the moment but looking back as it already
happened. The worst part is that | thought | was saved, but instead | was far
from God and | hadn't dedicated my life to him.

| first started thinking about salvation when my parents brought up
Judgment Day that would happen sometime in the future. Whenever | heard
them talk about it, | had a feeling of doubt in me, like | wasn't going to be
one of the few who were saved. It got me really thinking about my salvation,
because Christians who were saved should feel joy when hearing about
Judgment Day. From that point, | started searching for a way to be saved. In
church, | heard about how Jesus could save me, but he still wasn’t real to me
yet. | didn't believe it.
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Saved and Slowly Changing

When | was 12 years old, | was introduced to a summer camp called
Christian Youth In Action (CYIA). At the summer camp | studied stories that |
would teach to kids, and saw how other Christians would teach their stories. |
saw that they taught with conviction, as if they really believed what they were
teaching. | wondered how they could see that; to me, these stories were still
just stories from the Bible.

Next year | came back to CYIA and learned different stories about Jesus’
miracles. God opened my eyes to his power and glory through the stories,
even though they were kid stories. More importantly, he showed me his grace
and offer of salvation as | learned the stories. These stories didn't seem real
before, using these stories he showed me that he was real, and that he truly
was God. On Thursday of that week, | was given the opportunity to believe

during a service. | said the prayer and though | didn't feel any difference

physically, | had permanent

Not only do | need to believe Jesus ~ 935V"9N<® that I would be saved.

as my Savior, but | also need to Once | returned from the trip,
| thought that | would have this

believe in him as my Lord and show
instant change that allowed me

that | believe through my works. to resist sin, but | was mistaken.

| continued my battle with sin,
sometimes losing but never giving up. My spiritual change was gradual,
sometimes | would slip and other times | would be brought back up. As |
returned to CYIA the following year | noticed that | had changed from when
| had started. When | started, | was extremely self-centered and barely paid
attention to others around me. But in my third year, | had gained a new vision
on the camp. This camp, and my whole life shouldn't be about me and how

successful or recognized | was: it should be about God.

By Grace and With Good Works

| always remember that my salvation is assured from a Bible verse, Ephesians
2:8-9. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing, it is the gift of God. Not a result of works so that no one can boast.”
This verse keeps me grounded in my salvation while reminding me that | don't

have to feel stressed that | am not doing enough good deeds to save myself.
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However, | still had an issue. | found myself continuing to sin deliberately,
yet not stopping it. In the early years, | thought this was fine until | heard
a different verse later on, in James 2:26. “As the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” When | first read this verse, | was
really confused because | thought it said you needed works to be saved,
contradicting Ephesians. However, | eventually learned that it meant that
faith is proven by works, so if you don’t have any good works despite self-
declaring faith, your faith may not be true.

After the realization, | came to learn the second part of believing the
gospel. Not only do | need to believe Jesus as my Savior, but | also need to
believe in him as my Lord and show that | believe through my works. It was
difficult to figure out at first, but now God is working in me and helping me
get rid of my selfishness and judgmental mindset. | am trying to make time
for God, even when | feel busy in my own ambitions, because | know he can
always comfort me and his words are always good.

| had learned how to repent correctly and ask for God to work in me
instead of only forgiving me. | learned to reduce the anger | felt towards others
and have emotional self-control. | learned to forgive others who did wrong to
me in the past and move onwards, since Jesus forgave me for everything | did.
God has changed me to make my life about him instead of about me, and
though sometimes | will resist, | will never go back to the way | was before. <«
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Preparing For the Mission Trip

| want to thank everyone who prayed over me and my team, and
supported me in so many different ways, both during my mission trip over this
past spring break to Washington D.C., and as | was preparing for this trip! |
am so grateful that God has surrounded me with such fruitful communities of
believers both at college and at home, and every time | felt a little discouraged
or tired during the trip, | would think of how many people were praying for
me, and just the knowledge of that would bring a smile to my face. | hope
these reflections will show you how God has worked in my life through this
mission trip, and the ways that my team was able to be the hands and feet of
Jesus.

In the weeks leading up to my spring break trip, | would pray from time
to time that God would prepare my heart for what | would be doing for Him
in D.C., but honestly, | felt like what | was going to do in terms of service
and making a difference was less important than what some of my friends
in my fellowship were going

to be doing over spring break, . .
, OIng over spring bree God stirred in me to pray more
like going to different countries

and  confinents, fo  remote diligently about my heart posture,

areas where there were barely ~ so that | would really give Him my

any Christians, and to areas all to serve the people that He loves,
where secularism was perfectly people so close to home, where the

embedded into the culture. . .
i i Gospel is so accessible.
Seeing my friends prepare

for their trips with getting
vaccinations, going to weekly prayer and team-building meetings, and
getting lessons on the cultural differences, made me feel like D.C. was going
to be a very low-stakes trip that did not really need any preparation. In a
way, | was right, because we were going info a community that we were all
pretty familiar with, but as the weeks drew nearer, God stirred in me to pray
more diligently about my heart posture, so that | would really give Him my all
to serve the people that He loves, people so close to home, where the Gospel
is so accessible.

Upon arriving in D.C., | was immediately shocked by the condition of the
streets and buildings that we passed by. Growing up so close to D.C., | would
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go on field trips pretty much every year to see the National Mall with all the
various monuments and memorials, but | had never been to the non-touristy
parts of D.C. Instead of buildings and statues made of white marble, there
were old brick buildings covered in graffiti. Instead of businessmen wearing
newly-tailored suits, there were men, women, and children, covered in the
smell of weed, wearing patched-up clothing and tattered jeans. Seeing the
physical brokenness of this community made me a little scared at first, but
throughout that week, God showed me more and more of the warmth and
beautiful nature of these people that clearly reflects the hand of the Lord
that created each and every one of them. | think | went into the week with
a misconception that these people needed my pity, and with that mindset,
sometimes | would feel like | was above them. But the Lord quickly broke

down that pride in me with each act of service and each encounter.

Stepping Out of My Comfort Zone

The first day of the trip, we made care packages for various people that
came in and out of three different homeless shelters. We would hand them a
bag of toiletries and a lunch pack with sandwiches that we made, and ask if
they wanted us to pray for them. | was reminded that Jesus' ministry on earth
was very much about meeting people where they were at and providing them
with what they needed, both materially and physically, but also fulfilling their
deeper need of being at peace with the Lord. That first day, | got to hand
out a bunch of care packages and prayed over two homeless people. Even
though other people on my team were much bolder in asking people if they
wanted prayer, | am so thankful that God put words in my mouth as | stepped
out of my comfort zone to bless people and bring their requests up to the
Lord. How cool it is that God uses me, someone who is so timid before every
conversation, who stumbles over words, who would rather just give a smile to
someone than talk to them, to speak truth over people and remind them that

the Lord is smiling down on them?

Another thing that really struck me was how kind people were. Going into
this day, | had the perception that the homeless people would just grab our care
packages and leave, that it would be a thankless job, but the majority of people
were so excited to hear that we were offering prayer and were so thankful that
we were supplying them with some toiletries and food. A lot of them stayed

around to eat their sandwich, sitting and talking with us about their dreams and
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their passions and about how tough their current situations were, but how they
still were so grateful for each day. Seeing the true joy in their hearts, as their
eyes would light up when they were talking about their future and their hope,
really touched me. It was so clearly evident that even with everything stripped
away, that the Lord was still meeting their needs. There were some people that
we encountered that day, that were extremely intoxicated and out of their
right mind, and for those people, the Lord shifted my view of them from one of
needing pity, to people that were created to serve the Lord and had lost their
way. They are the lost sheep that God is calling out to. They are the ones that are
so incredibly loved by the Lord, but have drowned themselves in sorrow to the
point where it is hard to see, feel, or trust that they are still loved by the One who
created them. Even in their very broken states, | saw that they were still made
in the Creator’s image because their souls yearned for something or rather
someone that the world could not give them. My prayer for them is that the Lord
would meet them where they are at and lift up their heads, that forgiveness and
grace would not stay an idea or a foreign concept to them, but that they would
so powerfully experience the goodness and love of the Lord Jesus Christ our
Savior. | cannot believe that just in the first day, God was already peeling back
so many layers and showing me more clearly His heart for His people. It really
is a testament to what God can do when you simply open yourself up to Him
and let Him work in you and through you. Truly, He can do more than all that

we ask or imagine!

Being Attentive To the Spirit's Work In My Heart

The next few days, we got to do many different service projects. We took
inventory of all the canned goods in storage and organized all the bins and
put labels on them. There was a lot of heavy lifting and going up and down
flights of stairs, so by the end of each day, we were all very tired, but | noticed
nobody on the team uttered a single complaint throughout the course of the
week. This really stuck out to me because at college and even in Christian
circles, complaining has become more of a norm. But | found that being
with this group of people really filled my cup, and it was so refreshing to all
be tired together, knowing that we broke a sweat and were all physically
exhausted, but that we were all so grateful and glad to be doing the Lord’s
work. There was such a peace and joy about getting to sit at the dinner table
all together and gobble down our meals in silence, out of sheer hunger and
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exhaustion, but then looking up from our plates and laughing at how we all
finished our food in a matter of seconds. In fact, | have noticed my tendencies
to make sarcastic comments about unfortunate situations in order to avoid
complaining, and this is one of the areas that | have been praying that the
Lord will continue to refine in me, to make me someone who truly shines His
light in all spaces because of the words that come out of my mouth. | pray that
the Lord will tame my tongue and cause the words that | speak to be truthful,
life-giving, and to be a refreshing reminder of the goodness of God, even
when situations are not optimal.

Our team was not as big as some of the other mission teams from Chi
Alpha, but there were definitely some days when | felt like there were too many
people for the job. About mid-week, | began feeling a bit down because there
were times | felt useless and unhelpful. So on Wednesday, some members of
the team were helping to load heavy pieces of furniture into the truck, while
others were making lemonade for us to bring to the pregnancy center that
we were going to visit later that night. | stood by the kitchen, watching those
making lemonade, wishing that | had raised my hand faster so that | could
be the one stirring the lemonade mixture. But instead of taking that moment
to cheer on the other people on my team, | stood there with my arms crossed
over my chest, leaning against the wall, probably with some sort of grimace
on my face. At that moment, God pointed me to my fellow brothers and sisters
who were cracking jokes with the people who were at work, spurring them on
to continue on in their tasks. | realized that even when there was not something
specific for me to do, that | could still be a vital part of the team by being an
encouraging presence and taking time to affirm the amazing work that the
Lord was doing through them. This is a lesson | hope will stick with me the
rest of my life, as | will continue to be in circles where the Lord will use others’
strengths and my strengths at different times, and in moments where | am not
actively getting down on my hands and knees to give of myself, | still want to
be able to serve the Lord to the best of my ability. This brings me back to the
point of how much the Lord can do with just an open and willing heart to be
used by Him!

Later that evening, we got to deliver groceries to a mother who had two
kids and was barely making ends meet after her house burned down a couple
weeks ago. Seeing how we were able to take some of the stress off of her and
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bless her family with a simple act of generosity, stirred in my heart ways that |
could give of my time and my resources to help and bless people in my local
communities. We later also got to help out with the child care program at a
nearby pregnancy center, where mothers got a chance to attend parenting
classes, and the children got to goof around and have fun. | laughed so much
that night playing with all these sweet, energetic children. Getting to see how
vibrant the community was and how much joy all the children had, despite
living in low-income households, was yet another testament of how truly it is
the Lord who fills our cups and provides us with everything that our souls need
to be satisfied.

Praying To Be Mission-Minded After the Trip

| ended the week off with a new appreciation for the way that God
satisfies His people even when they have very little, and also a gratitude for
all that the Lord has given me, in terms of resources, opportunities, faith, and
community. Coming out of this week, | have been praying for the people that
| got to pray over on the streets, as well as for all the ministries that we got
to partner with over the course of that week, that God would just continue
to pour out His blessings upon them and provide for them spiritually and
physically. | have also spent a lot of time in prayer asking the Lord what He
wants me to do to serve His people locally and to share the resources He has
given to me with others, because God's call to feed the hungry and clothe the
naked in Matthew 25:35-40 is not just a call for a singular week on a mission
trip, but it is to be lived out daily, embodying the life of Jesus who came not to
be served, but to serve.

| am so thankful for the Lord’s guidance and direction in my life, and for
the ways that He has opened my eyes to His constant goodness and steadfast
love through the course of this trip. | am so grateful that He has placed such
a strong support system around me to spur me on in my faith journey, and |
pray that as God continues to grow me in various areas, that He would make
me a blessing to those who have watched me grow up and continue to pour
so much into me and pray for me. | pray that God would show them more of
His unchanging character and more of His vision, so that they might show the
love of the Lord to more people that are so beautifully made in the image of
our God! <«

CCCVA 63



Trust
During

Trials

-

Esther Li

Growing Up in Church

| have grown up at this church and because of this, | always believed
in God. But | never sought out a relationship with God until | was 12 or 13.
Having a relationship with God was something that never crossed my mind
until | entered the adult English congregation. And after hearing more and

more about it, | started to develop a curiosity for it.

Since | was little, | always thought, “Why do bad things happen2” When |
would hear Bible stories of God'’s power, kindness, mercy, and love | thought
it was weird how a God so powerful and capable of changing everything
with one word could let bad things happen all around the world. Especially to
his beloved children, Christians. | never understood why until recently.

Feeling Isolated. Alone, and Hopeless

The December of 8th grade was when | started noticing changes in my
emotions. Something felt off, | couldn’t quite place my finger on it and was
struggling to understand what and why | was feeling this way. A few months
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passed and it seemed like this weird change in emotions kept happening
each month but would only stay for around two weeks and would go away. |
told my mom about it and we went to see a doctor. We learned that it was a
condition that caused emotional changes during certain times of the month. It
was something we had never heard of before. We tried some of the methods
the doctor suggested to help me feel better and hopefully fix the mood issue.
Yet as the months rolled along, | couldn’t help but notice that things started
to feel worse and heavier. Like there was a constant weight or tug on my
heart and | couldn’t get rid of it. | started feeling like it was hard to talk to
people regardless if they were friends or family. | started feeling isolated,
alone, hopeless, and defeated. These feelings were strong and feelings | have

never felt so constantly before.

So Many Questions and No Answers

Why was this happening to me2 What was | doing wrong? What caused
this2 Millions of questions spun around in my head as | tried to understand in
the midst of the confusion. Has God abandoned me2 Why was he letting this
happen? Was | a bad Christian? What did | do to make me deserve this@
As these doubts and fears started begging to be answered, | fell into them.

| fell into the lies the Devil was

feeding me and I couldn't help | fell into the lies the Devil was

but feel like those questions and . ,
. q feeding me and | couldn’t help but
worries made sense. Of course

| have sinned before, everyone feel like those questions and worries
is a sinner, maybe | overstepped ~ made sense.

and caused God to hate me.

Maybe | wasn't reading my Bible enough. Maybe | wasn't paying attention
enough during Sunday school. Whatever it was, | must have done something
to deserve this.

This is why | thought bad things were happening to me. | found it hard to
share these doubts and worries with my parents because | already found it
hard to talk to people normally about anything. How could | express all these
worries and doubts that were clouding my thinking2 And even if | did say
them, how would they react? What would they say?

Yet even through all of this, there was a glimmer of hope. These depressive
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"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your

requests be made known to God." ~ Philippians 4:6

moods wouldn’t happen for the whole month. They would occur for around
two weeks, go away and I'd be fine for the other two weeks. But each month,
as the cycle repeated, and no matter how many times | faced it, it wouldn't
seem easier. For two weeks of the month | was fine, happy even, acting like my
normal self, feeling God’s presence and feeling like | had a solid relationship
with God. But when those other two weeks rolled around, | felt like a whole
different person, whole different thought process, energy, and emotions. | felt
like God was so far, like he might be angry or disappointed in me. | felt like my
relationship with God was weak and barely there. At first, | would cry out to
God and try to look through the Bible to see if any verses could help me with my
situation. But the more | looked the more | felt lost and hopeless, it seemed as if
all the verses | read were about joy, peace, and God’s love. And when | read
something like “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7), | felt like the verses
wouldn’t apply because why when | prayed and cried out to God it felt like he
wasn't listening or answering. As if he had shut off the connection between us.

Like those prayers were empty and were never going to reach him.
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Trusting God Even When | Don't Know

As the cycle kept repeating, | started to go to God less when | felt down and
alone. This just made things worse, it made me feel more and more isolated. No
one to talk to, no God to lean on. Everything seemed hopeless and honestly, |

kind of just accepted it. If God wasn't going to help me, who was?2 Right2e

| didn't know why any of this was happening and | couldn’t know because
I'm only human and | don’tknow God's plans. During these times, | didnt know
what God was trying to teach me or his plan for me. | could only wait and
feel like everything was bad.
But what does the Bible say?
God says in Jeremiah 29:11,

God allows me to face trials because
" he knows | can face them and | will
For | know the plans | have for

you, declares the Lord, plans for learn from them.

welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope”. God is a good and loving God even when we
don't think or feel it. No matter how far away he feels, no matter how mad
you might think he is, the truth is he is not and he never will be. He will always
love you, always forgive you, and always stay by you. That is one of the things
God has taught me through these trials. Other things | have learned include:

1. God never leaves me. No matter how far | think he is, no matter what
| have done, he still loves me, and is right there watching over me. He won't
ever leave, he will always be there, patiently waiting. He is a gracious, loving,
and patient God. No matter how dark my situation seems, | know that God is

watching over me and helping me through it.

2. Be patient. Something | have always struggled with is waiting. Whether
it was a material or spiritual thing | have always struggled with waiting. When
| am forced to wait for something, | know it is going to be good and worth the
wait. Sometimes God does things | don’t understand because he is helping me
build character. He lets me face trials because he makes me strong enough to

face it and | will come out of it better and more resilient.

3. Know that other people see or care about me. No matter how hard
it seemed and no matter what | was struggling with, | had friends and family
show their care for me. Even when | felt like | couldn’t reach out to them, | had
a God who cared about me even though | hadn't felt like God was there.
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God allows me to face trials because he knows | can face them and | will
learn from them. There is nothing that | will ever face that others haven’t faced
before. In 1 Corinthians 10:13, it says “No temptation has overtaken you
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide a way of

escape, that you may be able to endure.”

4. God has a perfect plan for me. He knows infinitely more than | could
ever imagine or know myself and | just have to believe it. He has always
had a plan for me. No matter how far | felt from him, or how much of a “bad

Christian” | felt like. There is no

such thing, he loves me with all my
He has always had a plan for me. No  fqults and failures, and he knows

matter how far | felt from him, or how me better than | know myself.

much of @ “bad Christian” | felt like. ~ He loves me and confinves to
seek me out even when | feel like

running away from him.

5. Remember God'’s word and his promises. He is constant and keeps
his word. When | know his promises for me, it gives me hope for the future and
my current situation. No matter how far or how angry | thought God was. The
truth is, he wasn't at all. He really cares about me and it is said all over his
words. God loves me so much that he was willing to send his one and only
Son to die for my sins. He loved and watched over me before | was even born
and will continue to watch over me.

From this hardship, God has taught me to be patient and stay strong
during the trials, to not be afraid to reach out for help, trust in him even when |

feel like he is not there, and know that he has a perfect plan for me. <«
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Jennifer Hu

The Unexpected

On Sunday, Oct 26, 2014, on our way back to James Madison
University (JMU), Joy announced that her BrailleNote is not working. It would
not complete the start-up process. It always got stuck at 33% with an error
message saying, “Operation incomplete”. She tried three times by shutting it
down and restarting to no avail. As a last resort, she took out the battery and
put it back in to give it a cold, complete restart. Still nothing. Knowing she has
notes on her BrailleNote that she needed to use to study for a test on Monday,
| became worried. | pulled over and got her computer from the trunk so she
could study with notes on her computer. She and her friend Ashley, who was
riding with us, chatted some and returned to their study.

However, during this whole time | was driving | prayed and prayed for
God's mercy. | told God, “I know you don’t have to answer my prayer but
please give me this opportunity to witness to Ashley.” As we were about to
exit 1-80 and were only minutes away from JMU, | had the urge to tell Joy,
loudly and in front of Ashley, “Take out your BrailleNote and try one more
time.” But | was also worried, “What if my prayer does not come throughg”

CCCVA 69



What Good Does Prayer Do Anyway

What was going through my mind was exactly what was written in
Chapter 1 of Paul Miller’s “A Praying Life” book. His story was about his
daughter Ashley who lost her contact lens on a camping trip where the forest
floor was covered with leaves and twigs and there were millions of little
crevices for the contact lens to fall into and disappear. But nonetheless, Paul
said to his daughter, “Ashley, don't move. Let's pray.” But before he could
pray, Ashley burst into tears and said, “What good does it do? I've prayed
for Kim [her sister with multiple disabilities] to speak and she is not speaking.”
At that moment, Paul was caught between Ashley’s doubt and his own doubt.
Ashley was right, God had not
answered her prayers. At that

Ever since | have started practicin
P 9 moment, Paul was fearful for

praying constantly throughout the Ashley’s faith and for his own.

day for even little things, | have He wondered, “Would | make

experienced God’s love, care, the problem worse by praying?
mercy, provision, and faithfulness If we prayed and couldn't find
. d . the contact, it would just confirm
again and again.

9 9 Ashley’s growing unbelief.” And

he prayed silently, “Father, this
would be a really good time to come through. You've got to hear this prayer
for the sake of Ashley.” Then he prayed aloud with Ashley, “Father, help us to
find the contact.” When he finished, they bent down to look through the dirt
and twigs, and there, sitting on a leaf, was the missing lens. Paul ended the

chapter with “Prayer made a difference after all.”

Prayer Shows Who | Trust

So, | was also struggling and didn't know if God would answer my
prayer. | looked at the clock in the car and saw we only had a few minutes
before we would arrive at JMU. | thought of many lost opportunities in the
past which | failed to exalt God and give Him glory because of my small
faith so | decided | would be bold this time. | said to Joy, “Take out your
BrailleNote and try one more time.” Naturally, Joy protested, “I've tried
three times already and it didn’t work.” But she obliged. Silence, silence. My
heart anxiously awaits. “Yeah! It's working!” Joy exclaimed. “It's so strange.
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| tried three times earlier.” Immediately, | said, “I prayed! God fixed it!” But
her friend Ashley said, “Oh, technology.” Implying technology is unreliable,
sometimes works and sometimes doesn't. But | said firmly, “No. | prayed. Our
God is a living God and He heard and answered my prayer. Ashley, do you
go to church?”

Honestly, moments like these always bring tears to my eyes. Who am |
that the Creator of the universe would tend to my small request of getting my

daughter’s device to work?!

Ever since | have started practicing praying constantly throughout the day
for even little things, | have experienced God's love, care, mercy, provision,
and faithfulness again and again. Prayer has been an amazing way for me to
connect with my Father. | had wanted to record every single answered prayer
in my prayer journal but soon realized there were simply too many to keep a

record of.

God is merciful and He has promised to show grace to those who trust
him wholeheartedly. Praise God!

Author's Note:

| stumbled upon this document on my computer lately and noticed it was
written in October 2014, shortly after CCCVA held the “A Praying Life (APL)”
seminar. Re-reading it made me surprised at my courage to witness to an
unbeliever and my faith in God. It also reminds me once again that prayers

offered with a childlike, trusting heart always please our Father. <«
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All of the materials on this website may be downloaded, printed, retransmitted, or
reposted freely. We only ask that you neither modify the contents of the documents
without authorization nor provide the site o anyone you do not completely trust. Also,
do not sell printed copies of the material or distribute them. Most of the materials on
this site is suitable to be read on an electronic device; however, some material is only
suitable for printing. If you are aware of any of the materials on this site that violates
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AHRE
The Purposes of This Newsletter
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To provide a forum for us to testify God's grace.
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To improve our unity in Christ and share the Lord's love.
VRS E SER

To be used as evangelistic literature in sharing of the Gospel.
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To communicate our church's activities and messages.
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The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the very end

of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)
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