Lo
JeaEmEAES RS DT
CCCVA Newsletter

LA B E RS

Chinese Christiti Chofclfof Virginia

CCCVA |

-




ff\i Table of Contents

2 HRERIGE . mE

3 A Word from the Editor ............................. Editor

4 MRREMES =B

6 BEIEMR........ ERE

8 LHERBEHEMIM £E8

10 @ HME—ROE ... PR

12 FEBMENLAERER ... 1288

16 ERHA. Bl . BRERNEE ... TXE

21 MHEMNBE e

25 He Delivers ... Joyce Seto
28 The God Who SeesMe . ....................oooo..... Grace Luu
30 Growing in Maturity. ...............ccooocii Paul Seto
33 Saying Yes: Trusting in God's Provision ..... Melody Day
37 Being Set Free Through Christ................... Joseph Yap
40 BIRDE Resource Sharing .......cccccceee. FXE (Jennifer Hu)

44 RefToons &M

FaRT Advisor: #EARHET (Rev. John Chua)

4mEE /¥ Editors: TXE&E (Jennifer Hu), &% (Carolyn Chang)
HERR /3%t Layout Designer: E#8% (Annie Tang)

1= Typist: RFE (Xiao Zhang)

CCCVA ]



#m = HY 55

RPZEHEBIE  BRMERE » BB KERE ° (#£107:1)
RERBE » FITHILE - (&5/119:68)

BREHI MR R B o FRF LBV — AR AE 5 Bl
JE AR 0 A R A o BB 2 IR WA AT — R R
BANE M - WA B YE SR > B Y 5 B B E RN o o DU
TR EnELEE  ARRGRE > RITEBEEHSA/NRA -
BT HE A SR E A R T S RIE RN R T o LIRS o Ml
E AT 563 1 TR 2y e M A IEANAE B A3 UK B BRI
TLARBA B o M AREBN > A T

R o T 2R iR 56 35 ) 2 A B M B B R S B R P — B 36 3 LUK
ARSI R A B T R - R AT B NBEBR
WA~ B EAL AR FIRIRE 2 a8 v G R R Ak A R A
s M1 W AR Rl o AELAT — A S B AR AR o AR T A AR R S T LU AE
HHRERT AR MAEE - MMABHRO > —EHRKE (DIHESH
36:26) > RESHEAIAFE AR HIEAE K A AT 450 - SE b B bR
MR RABEAKRULEAGNRTRERAEN - M52 HIFEA
SR o TR A R BRI AR MR R AT T Y i AR ISR T L N A K
B o ERREI N W B R o BT IR R B 2R W P R B P4

AR JEE — L 56 3 1 B A A0 ] 32 BECAL PR SE 5 W 2 BERT AN o AR AR AL
A A B E o A BE A B G R K I A — IR Y (R 145:9
R 5:45) 5 M AR > AR — ANULR > ThBEA NS (BA1%
T 3:9) o Bt A5 R o AN HR B o 2R AR 1 HE A B 5K AR SR T Y
St PR~ BIEL S HROR R B~ B HEAM o A OON A B~ B
O BETH - R B HEAM o 06 B DUKE M B AR S A OB SE
flf o AT LR A > W EE R BRI S RN ZR > AR &
OB~ LA e RS B S i e A o ELR i B R e R AP R U T A
P IR i A A SR AL > P LA 2 R 4R o 20 FE MBI — 2 > Al AT SR DK
KI5 A o R — R D H A > SRR KR
1795 38 > A AP 20 o] FR)RERE AN S8 > b 2 R W IR 45 430 2 AP [T B At
BE o BRI AR R H IR ?

T b R M N REFI AT LG o B AMT 2 BT DL RE R At 2% K AL > AT LU R B
b 24 0 4 T i R 2% HR SRR AE 2R IR SE(ER T R TR (2@
E6:23) « WMAMEFRFAA KM  RMFABEE - BUE - Al
2 FR 0 PR R R T A5 BB SR o AR AC S o HREREY BE R TR PG LU AE
VL EE R T A o AT N R TR A B bR R S 2 A R A R 5%
VLR ~ R R 5 > 5 AR At R A S S B A S 0 o Y o IR o AR
R~ BESEURBIN > AR 2 A (P B R A7 B A TN T i A ) SRR A 45 K
WB! (3%531:19) <«

2 CCCVA

A Word from the Editor

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. (Psalm 107:1)
You are good, and what you do is good. (Psalm 119:68)

The Bible tells us God is good. Goodness is one of his attributes and his nature; God
must be good or he cannot be God. How so2 Just like an object is defined by its attributes,
and without these atributes it is not what it says it is. For example, an orange must be
round, its fruit has segments and its juice is acidic and contains pulp. An orange must
possess these defining attributes or it cannot be an orange. God must be good or he is
not God because goodness is one of his attributes, among many others like faithfulness,
justice, mercifulness, holiness, compassion, patience.

But if God is good, why is mankind sfill suffering? How can a good and powerful
God allow wars, plagues, natural disasters, social injustice, broken relationships, illnesses,
and even death to be rampant in the world? It is beyond my ability or intention to address
this age-old question here. But one thing | know for sure is that people with a regenerate
heart are able to see God's goodness in any situation. They, with a new heart and a new
spirit (Ezekiel 36:26), are able to see what is truly and efernally good and what is not.
In fact, God will give them wisdom and discernment to see what they thought was good
could actually be harmful. In other words, without the indwelling Spirit, our values and
standards as well as our heart's desire can be distorted and self-gratifying, calling evil
good and pursuing fleefing carnal pleasures.

So how does God show his goodness? To everyone, he gives life and breath, the
sun and rain are generously given to all his creatures (Psalm 145:9, Matthew 5:45). He
is patient and does not want anyone to perish but everyone to come to repentance (2
Peter 3:9). For his elect, he saves them and adopts them into his family. As their Father, he
protects, guides, instructs, comforts, encourages, and disciplines his children. He is patient,
kind, merciful, gracious, forgiving, compassionate; he loves his children eternally and will
never leave them. Unlike human friends or family, God does not avoid us because we are
demanding, selfish, trouble-making, and ungrateful; he loves us with a covenantal love
even though we often only come to him when we need help and put him aside when we
are done using him. He is a faithful Friend and a loving Father who is always near, waiting
and ready to take us back no matter how broken or filthy we are. Is this God good or not?

There is no one like him in this world and the only reason we can call him our Father
and come to him in whatever condition is because Jesus Christ died on the cross and paid
for our sins (Romans 6:23). We are now debt-free; all of our past, present, and future sins
are forgiven and erased. Jesus’ death has earned us good standing before the holy God.
Repenting of our sins and trusting him is the only way to enjoy his goodness, blessing, and
everlasting love that he has reserved for his children. Truly, how great is your goodness, O
God, which you have stored up for those who fear you, which you bestow in the sight of
men on those who take refuge in you. (Psalm 31:19) ««
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Will It Happen Again?

On August 14, 2024, the Seto family was on the road again. This time
only Ray, Paul and | were able to send Candace to Wheaton college in
llinois. Before the trip, Ray and | asked many brothers and sisters to pray
for us because of the car problems we encountered on our previous trip to
Wheaton in May when we drove there for Leanna’s graduation.

Praise God In the Midst of Trouble

Our trip in May started with beautiful sunny weather, and once we passed
through the Maryland areq, the road was nice and quiet with no traffic. Plus,
the estimated time of arrival (ETA) to our destination was much earlier than
we had anticipated. We enjoyed the car ride as we passed through different
states, especially when we saw the plains in the Midwest that seemed to
stretch out thousands of miles to the skies. When we were about an hour and
half away from our Airbnb that my brother booked for all of us to stay for

the five-day trip, all of sudden, Ray woke me up from my nap. The minivan
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broke down and we had to pull over to the narrow shoulder. The shoulder
was so narrow that we could feel the trucks zooming by, shaking our van. The
sun had already set and rain started to pour down. Ray called the roadside
service on our insurance to get help, but the customer service couldn't find
anyone to help because we were in the middle of nowhere in Indiana. It was
late at night and their computer system was down, so she advised us to call
911. We were devastated. The only thing we could do was pray and call 911,
and then waited for them to rescue us. While waiting, Ray was really worried
those trucks could hit us since it felt like they were only inches away in this dark
and rainy night. Finally, a tow truck arrived but without a police car behind it.
So we wondered if the tow truck could take all four of us since we didnt want
anyone to be left behind exposed to the rain in the dark night. Praise God the
tow truck had room for all of us! The driver told us later that he was about to
take a shower when he received the call. If the call came after his shower, he
said he probably would not have answered the call. Praise God for His timely
deliverance. Since we didn’t know any auto mechanics in Indiana, he took us
to a reliable mechanic he knew and then dropped us off at a nearby Denny's.

My brother’s family who was already in Chicago came to pick us up.

Another praise to the Lord was that all four of us were able to fit in my
brother’s rental car, with Paul happily lying in the storage area of the SUV. After
midnight, we all made it to the Airbnb. But the drama continued with Grace’s
and Sam’s flight being delayed because of a storm and they did not arrive
until 5 a.m. the next morning. Nevertheless, we praise God for bringing all of
us together safely and we had a great time celebrating Leanna’s graduation

even in the midst of our car troubles.

God is Sovereign in Every Situation

We did not know how long it would take to fix our minivan, but expected
it to be ready in a day or two. Unfortunately, the mechanic told us our
transmission was dead, so it would take two business days to order another
transmission and another two days to replace it. Although we dropped off the
minivan on Thursday night but because the mechanic didn't run diagnostics
until Friday and they were not open on weekend, so the earliest day we could
get our minivan back was the following Thursday. This created a problem

because Ray had scheduled a CEF training meeting that Saturday for CYIA
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summer missionaries. It was a very difficult situation as we felt many things
were out of our control and our original plans were not working out. Since it
would take a week to fix the minivan, we had to adjust our plans accordingly.
Meanwhile, God knew Ray would be overwhelmed by all these unexpected
circumstances, so He sent my brother to come to this trip with us and to help
us think through things. He stayed up late at night to find another Airbnb near
the mechanic in Indiang, he also found a great deal on a rental car so that we

could transport all of our things from lllinois to Indiana while waiting for the

minivan to be fixed. We thought
we had a good plan in place

for the week unfil the mechanic The Lord indeed is "a stronghold to

called Ray. He told him that the poor, a stronghold to the needy
the truck that was supposed to in his distress, a shelter from the

deliver the new transmission  storm and a shade from the heat"
broke down so they could not |5 i 95.4)

deliver the part as scheduled,

which meant we could not make
it back in time for the Saturday CEF training meeting. We felt Satan was trying
to corner us, but the Holy Spirit reminded me that we need to learn “to be wise
as a serpent, and innocent as a dove.” So | suggested to Ray to discuss with
EJ, the director of CEF of Northern Virginia to postpone the training to a week
later. We praise God that even though we had the biggest group of CYIA

summer missionaries ever, almost everyone was okay with the date change.

The trip in May was definitely filled with many surprises, but we learned
that God is sovereign over every situation. He protected us from the storms
on the way to lllinois and three tornados on the way back home. God also
provided for us financially through the generosity of brothers and sisters to fix

our minivan and places to stay when we were stranded.

The Lord indeed is "a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in
his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat" (Isaiah 25:4).
We are so grateful to our Heavenly Father for answering the prayers of many
brothers and sisters and keeping us safe during our August trip that we were
able to drive the same van that was fixed in May. All glory goes to Him who

loves deeply unworthy sinners like us. Hallelujah! <«
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Over the past year | have spent a lot of time talking to God about my
calling and my capabilities. Week after week questioning if | was doing the
right thing or the right person for the roles | have been in. | would look around

and think, “This person does really well in leading worship or that person is

really good with new people.”

Underlying all of this | keep He is the God who has created

wishing | am more like this . .
- me with my own gifts, talents, and
person or that one. Comparing

myself and always falling short. personality.

| strive to be a better hostess, a
better evangelist, a better friend, etc. However, the more | try the more | have
come to realize | have confused myself. Suddenly under the guise of wanting
to be a better Christian | have picked a multitude of other human beings to be
my role model, the person “I want to be when | grow up”. This then leads to

me questioning if | am doing it right or if | did enough.

After a long school year, | decided one day to take some time to reflect
on the past year. While | was journaling and praying, | realized that | wanted
to be everything that everyone else was but in doing so lost my focus. My
goal in life is to be like Jesus. | am called to be His hands and His feet. He is
the one | should be turning to when | am unsure how to be a good friend or
how | should share the Gospel with someone. There is no formula in how to
be hospitable or caring in the church, God calls everyone differently which

means it will look different for everyone.

It is humbling to think that even when trying to be a “good Christian” it is
easy to get trapped in following others instead of being faithful in the ways
God has called me. He is the God who has created me with my own gifts,
talents, and personality. | don’t need to compare myself to anyone else in
order to be faithful. Someone close to me once told me when | was doubting
my capability to teach this year that God chose to call me to teach this class,
not anyone else. That He had a purpose for me with this specific group of
kids and that God wanted to use me here, not anyone else. That He is the
God who sees me in my struggles. How often it is easy to question God's
faithfulness and omnipotence when we think we are not good enough. But in
fact, He wants us to simply pick up our cross and follow Him. That the cross we
bear is a reminder that we are to die to ourselves and that Christ has raised
us back to life. <«
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Paul Seto

"The Sti’?n on the Sea of Galilee" by Rembrandt, 1633

Living by Sinful Nature

| was born into a Christian household and was surrounded with Christian
friends. But | never put any effort into having a great relationship with God.
Because my father was the pastor of this church, | always thought that was
cool but also sensed a responsibility for me to be better. Because of this belief,
| felt it would be so cool if | was confirmed when | was super young. | felt |
would be so cool and popular if | did that. My plan was to pop a few jokes,
make some people laugh and that would be it. But | didn't understand the true
meaning of being a true member of the church.
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When | was younger, | would be pretty mean even with my friends. There
was one time during a church retreat we were listening to a lesson, and while
we were listening, Jonah and | were fighting over who gets to have Ezra sit on
our lap. Jonah ended up winning, and | got pretty mad. So as a way to punish
Jonah, | commanded Jamie and Avin not to talk to Jonah. Whenever they did
talk to Jonah, | would pinch them. There are probably more examples of me
being mean, but that was the most prominent one. | kept on with this sinful
behavior until my parents decided to enroll me at a different private school.

This school would change me from my sinful behavior for, hopefully, forever.

Growing Closer to God

This school was called Ambleside, and its teaching curriculum was vastly
different from the regular public schools and even private schools. There was
one subject that | really liked. This subject was called Lectio Divina. This subject
would allow me, for the first time ever, to meditate on Scripture. We would

record whatever God spoke to

us while we were meditating. ;¢ subject [Lectio Divina]would
This was really helpful to just .
allow me, for the first time ever, to
record my thoughts and speak

to God through my writing. meditate on Scripture.

And because of this | was more
motivated to read the Bible more often and pray more. Talking to God became
easier and just being able to hear His voice. This helped my relationship with
God greatly alongside with Children of the Light Dancers. | am able to have a
relationship with God because Jesus died on the cross for my sins.

Children of the Light Dancers (COTLD) is an organization where we can
use dance as a way of worshiping God. Ms. Jeanine is the head of COTLD
and is a great role model and teacher for everyone who does COTLD. In the
older groups of COTLD we have prayer and worship time. For worship time,
we would turn off all the lights and there would be worship music playing. We
could dance or simply just sing along and worship Him. Prayer time is where
we are either in groups or in duos, sharing what we need prayer for. So last
school year we had prayer buddies. My prayer buddy was Preston, and he
helped me grow in my relationship with God. Even with a limited amount of

time, we would have some pretty deep conversations.

CCCVA 131



Seeing Changes in My Life

The first area | have seen growth in while improving my relationship with
God is the desire to know God better and reading the Bible daily. | normally
read my Bible in the morning to have some devotional time with God. The
second area | have seen growth in is the desire to witness to others about Christ.
Over the summer | did Christian Youth in Action (CYIA). In this program we
learn Bible stories, missionary stories, songs, and memory verses to help lead
children to Christ. The next area | have seen growth in is in my relationship with

my family or more specifically

. my sisters. Before | used to
| also really like when He calmed the 4 ,
annoy my sisters a lot or more,

storm at the Sea of Galilee because specifically Candace, and I sfil

even when the disciples were scared, do but hopefully not as often.

they were still able to rely on Him The last area | have seen growth

just like sometimes when I'm scared ' IS my attention fo sermons and
. prayers at church. Before | used
or nervous | can rely on Him and ask ) :

to daydream, and sometimes still

Him to help me. do, but now | can gain more from

the sermons than before.

Some Gospel messages that | liked are the ones where Jesus threw the
tables at the Temple and when He calmed the storm in the Sea of Gadlilee. |
really like the one about Jesus throwing the table at the Temple because the
people were disrespecting God and | feel like | should try to respect God and
His house as much as | can. | also really like when He calmed the storm at the
Sea of Galilee because even when the disciples were scared, they were still
able to rely on Him just like sometimes when I'm scared or nervous | can rely

on Him and ask Him to help me.

Throughout a majority of my life, | didn't know what it meant to have a
relationship with God. But now | can safely say that | have a relationship with
God. Although itisn't perfect, | know my flaws and can work on them. | am not
perfect, but God is and through His Holy Spirit, | can grow into a godly man,
following His ways and walking with Him. <
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" Melody Day

Finding a Christiaon Community at UVA

| came info UVA in 2019 excited, but also extremely nervous, to find
Christian community like | had here at CCCVA and through my dance group.
| knew how important it was to find a group of people who loved the Lord
and who could encourage me to continue growing in my faith. As soon as |
met my future core group leader during my first weekend at UVA, | knew Chi
Alpha Christian Fellowship was where the Lord wanted me to stay, pour into,
and grow as a follower of Jesus. Throughout my four years in Chi Alpha, |

served as a core group leader of first-years, just like me a few years earlier,
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and led them for two more years. | became more involved by moving into a
house with other Chi Alpha girls, joining the worship team, serving as Vice
President of Chi Alpha my third year, and being discipled by a staff member,
and all these things culminated in my spiritual growth. Throughout my time as
a student, | grappled with many discouraging events and wrestled with my
identity as a Christian and an Asian American woman, but through it all the
Lord reminded me of His love through the people around me: my co-leaders,
my staff mentor, my housemates, and my friends, and taught me of His

faithfulness and constant presence.

Starting to Feel the Lord’s Call

At the end of my second year of college, | sat down with my staff mentor
for our last discipleship meeting and | will never forget her one question that
changed my entire perspective about my future, “Would you ever consider
doing the one-year internship with Chi Alpha at UVA after you graduate?” |
was shocked, to say the least. But because | respected Emily, | told her | would

think about it even though in my heart | already said no.

However, the Lord continued to put the internship and ministry on my heart
in a way that | could not escape. | found that | loved serving and discipling
college students at UVA as a core group leader. My heart was opened to
ministry and missions after serving in East Africa for a week on a Spring Break
trip, and | could not escape the people constantly speaking into my life that |

had a heart and a gift for serving in ministry.

The summer before my fourth year at UVA, | attended Chi Alpha’s annual
beach week. It was not only a week of hanging out at the beach, but we
had a teaching and worship session every morning on a different topic. In
the middle of the week, we had a big worship night, and | walked in not
expecting anything. But, one of our staff members went up on stage after a
few songs and said, “I know there are students out there who are considering
serving in missions overseas or even campus ministry here at Chi Alpha. If
there is any part of you feeling like the Lord is calling you in that direction, |
encourage you to pray and seek what the Lord is saying to you.” Immediately,
| felt a tug at my heart and | began crying. | knew the Lord was trying to
speak to me, but | didn’t know what He was trying to say. | left the room and
sat on the steps outside crying and praying for God to reveal to me what He
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wanted me to hear. One of my friends walked by and began praying for me
as it began to dawn on me that my future was not going to be exactly what |
expected it to be. Later that night, one of my friends on staff pulled me aside
and encouraged me to recognize that this was a situation where | should say

yes to what the Lord was calling me to do. He encouraged me to just take

a step of faith and trust that He

WI” provide fOf' the rest. | am a | felf a fug at m)l heqr]‘ qnd I begqn

person who lives in fear and is crying. | knew the Lord was trying to

constantly scared of my future.
v Y speak to me, but | didn‘t know what
My whole life | was prepared

to make the safe choice of He was trying to say.

graduating with my teacher

education degree, maybe go back to school for another degree, and then
work in education for the rest of my life. But now, | was faced with the choice
that the Lord might be calling me to something greater, to serve His kingdom
at UVA. Was | going to take a step of faith to pursue what God was calling

me to and say yes?

Saying Yes to the Lord

After many more conversations with trusted friends and mentors as well
as lots of prayer, | decided right after spring break my fourth year to commit
to serving in Chi Alpha at UVA's one-year internship after | graduated in the
spring of 2023. From then the Lord continued to affirm this decision, from
providing my full budget that | was support-raising through my encouraging
family and friends at CCCVA, to allowing me to stay one more year with
the core group of girls | had led for the past two years. | continued to learn
more about my faith through the classes | took twice a week, by learning how
to write and preach sermons, serving on the staff team, and observing the
behind-the-scenes operations of how our fellowship served college students.
As my one-year internship ended, | saw firsthand how the Lord was changing
students at UVA and | felt honored and so blessed to be a small part of it. | led
a Spring Break mission trip to Buffalo, New York and got to witness another
Chi Alpha serving students at Buffalo State University. It was there that | again
experienced God's calling to stay a few more years at UVA. We have a
time throughout the week where every student gets affirmed by other team

members and prayed over. When it came to my turn, | was surprised by how
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many students affirmed me of things that they have seen the Lord do through
me and what they have experienced firsthand. A couple of them spoke of
how | was one of the reasons they stayed in Chi Alpha and found Christian
community. | was overwhelmed with emotion and gratitude that the Lord had
led me to stay here. As a student prayed over me, | clearly heard the Lord’s

voice felling me that | needed

. . to remain at UVA and continue
If the Lord is calling you to '
serving. If He had done so much

something, someone, or somewhere through me during my fime as a

thIf seems Uncomforfdb|e, I sfudent Qnd my one year as an

encourage you to take a step of intern, how much more could

faith and trust what the Lord can do ~ He accomplish if I was obedient

. . to His calli d stayed for just
through your simple obedience. © Mis calling dnd siayed fof 103
a few more years? That night, |

made the decision to remain on
staff at least a few more years to continue discovering what the Lord had in

store for me here in Charlottesville serving UVA students.

Throughout the past few months as a full-time staff member, | have been
affirmed that this is where | need to be. From discipling nine student leaders,
many of whom | discipled last year, to praying over students during worship
nights, to taking on a greater role on the staff team and teaching my first class
at Fall Retreat, | have seen God's goodness and the peace you experience
when you are exactly where God wants you to be. If the Lord is calling you to
something, someone, or somewhere that seems uncomfortable, | encourage
you to take a step of faith and trust what the Lord can do through your simple
obedience. A verse that blessed me as | stepped into a season of ministry was
1 Corinthians 3:7 which says, “So neither he who plants nor he who waters
is anything, but only God who gives the growth.” Take a step of faith and
believe that the Lord is the one who will provide and bring the growth. <«
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Being Set Free
Through Christ

Joseph Yap

As | continued to read the Bible, it became clear to me that
my idea of freedom was very skewed. | thought the more |
disobeyed authority, the freer | was to do whatever | wanted.

| was constantly living in a life of sin and calling it freedom.
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Growing up

As far back as | can remember, | have always gone to church. Our family
is very involved in many of the church events and discussions. Being born into a
God-fearing family, | knew most of the basics and the foundations of Christianity.

However, | was not a genuine person outside of church. | would find
myself constantly getting into trouble with authorities. | engaged in various
fights, both verbal and physical. | fought with my parents, my teachers, and

sometimes even my friends.

Turning around
In the fall of 2022, | started my first semester at VCU. About 2-3 weeks

into the school year, | was approached by people from a campus ministry
called Chi Alpha(XA). They invited me to a worship night. | gladly accepted
their invitation, as | wasn’t on good terms with my roommate. | went to the
worship night, and was greeted by Marcus. Marcus had just finished a sermon
of how he got plugged into XA. | congratulated him on his sermon and went

back to my dorm.

Around 5pm the next Tuesday, | found Marcus sitting outside the dining
court. | greeted him, and he invited me to Bible study, which he was hosting
in the library at 7. | had no other plans, so | decided to go. This was my first

ever time in a college Bible study.

We are all made in the image of | met about 10-12 other guys
God. Our actions can either reflect around my age, most of which
had been with XA for a little over

that image to others or degrade it. a year. What surprised me was

the intimacy the group had with
each other. They would talk about their struggles in life, both spiritually and
physically in a very open manner that | wouldn't have even dared to say.

| decided to keep going to Bible study. As | continued to read the Bible,
two things became apparent to me. The first thing was the concept of being
set free through Christ. As | continued to read the Bible, it became clear to me
that my idea of freedom was very skewed. | thought the more | disobeyed
authority, the freer | was to do whatever | wanted. | was constantly living in a
life of sin and calling it freedom. And it never did help, it only dug the hole in

my heart deeper.
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The second thing | learned was the concept of how salvation works.
Because Adam sinned against God, we are all born to be condemned. But
God makes a promise to save us through his son Jesus. As Jesus took the
body of a man, he willingly laid his life down for us so that we may be saved.
Because Jesus was not born of sin, he is the only one who could pay our
ransom. When we trust in Jesus, he gives us new life and sets us free of our

sins. And this is not something that we deserve, it is by grace, through faith.

Learning to trust

| came to a point where | could no longer hold things together. | was
beginning to see the sinful nature of humanity. | concluded that if Jesus loved
me so much, and was willing to die for me despite all the things | did, | could
no longer continue to live a life of sin. | prayed for God to come into my life
and change me and repented for not trusting him. | had finally given my life
to Christ.

As | continue to walk with Christ, | am reminded of his sacrifice and how
it impacts my life. We are all made in the image of God. Our actions can
either reflect that image to others or degrade it. For some, it may be simple,
but for others it may be very difficult. To this day | still struggle with my sinful
desires. | just make choices not to act on them, out of my love for Christ. The
overarching theme of the Bible is that Christ made an example of himself by
loving us, serving us, and laying his life down for us. If we love him, we will
do the same.
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Reflecting on how | first got connected with seelesus, | think it was

Christmas in 2013 and | was exchanging Christmas greetings with Vicki,
our former English-speaking elder Stephen Leung’s wife. She mentioned the
book “A Praying Life” and | immediately got a copy and read it. | was quite
“stunned” after reading it and decided to reorganize my own prayer life
and learn to pray unceasingly. | remember being surprised to have many
answered prayers during that time. Then CCCVA held an “A Praying Life”
seminar in October of 2014 and the speaker encouraged brothers and sisters

to reorganize their prayer lives and to experience breakthroughs.

It was after reading “A Praying Life” | learned that Paul and his wife Jill have
six children, one of them has multiple disabilities. The other children also posed
challenges to their parents during their time at home. | still remember vividly to
this day that in the beginning part of chapter one titled “What good does it do2”
Paul recorded a story of him helping his daughter Ashley searching for her lost
contact lens on a forest floor covered by millions of leaves. His pure, child-like

faith in trusting his heavenly Father deeply moved me.

In the following years, | continued to read several of Paul’s books,

including J-Curve, Love Walked Among Us, and the latest A Praying Church.
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His wife Jill also wrote a book called “Finding Jesus on Upside Down Days:
Family Devotions from the Barnyard”. What | find in common in their writing
is the authenticity in expressing their struggles and their dependence on God.
| also visit their website seelesus.net once in a while and learned that their
daughter Ashley (the one who asked “What good does it do to pray?”) died
of cancer in 2018.

There is an 8-minute video on their website describing why Paul believes
“seeing Jesus” is crucial and how it has changed his own life. There was a part
in the video where he said his wife asked him “do you love me2” three times
and it was not until the third time he finally understood the question. It was a
heart-wrenching question but one that should awaken many married couples.
My hope is that through knowing seelesus’ ministries and taking advantage
of what is available on their website (under “stories” and “podcasts”), the
eyes of brothers and sisters would be opened so that we not only read about
Jesus but truly “see” him.

| would also like to mention that CCCVA is planning to hold an A Praying
Church seminar in March, 2025. Our hope is that brothers and sisters not only
have healthy personal prayer life but will see the importance of becoming a

praying church. Please pray for this upcoming seminar.

seelesus Ministry website:

www.seelesus.net

Watch the story behind Paul and Jill's mission on YouTube (8:27)
"Paul Miller’s Story of Learning to Love"

seelesus founder Paul Miller tells the story of how he learned to love
through seasons of suffering in his own family. Through his family's trials, he
came to realize that loving people is not always efficient, but rather, it requires
you to slow down and be present and attentive. Paul shares how he learned

this pattern of love from closely watching Jesus' life. <«
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St. Nicholas vs. Arius! The legendary dispute between St. Nicholas of Myra
and Arius is based on the slightest difference in the spelling of the Greek words
homoiousios, which means "similar substance," and homoousios, which means
"same substance.” Arius argued that Christ was created by the Father, making Him
subordinate and not coeternal with the Father. At the First Council of Nicaea in 325
AD, church leaders solidified the biblical position that Christ is homoousios (same
substance), and therefore coeternal with the Father. As the legend claims, it was
at this very counsil that St. Nicholas lost his temper and slapped Arius across the face.
In conclusion, Arius was condemned as a heretic, and St. Nicholas was placed under
church discipline.
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The Purposes of This Newsletter

VRO R R R
To provide a forum for us to testify God's grace.
VR RO E R

To improve our unity in Christ and share the Lord's love.
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To be used as evangelistic literature in sharing of the Gospel.
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To communicate our church's activities and messages.
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The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the very end

of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)
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