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"It is so beautifull", "It is excellent!", "It is totally amazing!" | believe we all have
experiences of bursting out praises spontaneously just because we cannot help it.
But oftentimes our praise is given toward a person or an object, rarely toward God.

Every morning during my devotion, | see squirrels, Cardinals or Blue Jays, and
some sparrows dancing among the branches in the backyard. As | watch them moving
about freely and without a care, | am reminded of the teaching of "Do not Worry" in
Matthew 6 by Jesus. Indeed, if the birds could live carefree and enjoy God's provision,
why can’t | entrust myself to God’s loving care and providence for me2 As the Ruler
of the universe and my faithful Father, he is the only one who can promise me "Do not
be afraid, do not be dismayed, for | will be with you" (Joshua 1:9). Not only does he
watch over me and protect my life, he also forgives my outward and inward sins on
account of Jesus Christ. (1 John 1:9) Every time | think of God's grace and mercy, my
heart is brimming with thanksgiving and praise like the psalmist in Psalm 103.

However, many times we are too busy to pause and ponder God's work in our
lives and instead attribute success to our own efforts and abilities. If we could imitate
the palmists in the book of Psalms, stopping to observe and consider God's deeds,
then we can see his great, grand, and awesome work, as well as our weakness and
neediness. Busyness often turns us into a forgetful person, or even an ungrateful
person, forgetting God and forgetting what he has done for us. May we all be like the
psalmists, always “praising him for his acts of power; praising him for his surpassing
greatness” (Ps. 150:2), for everything that has breath is to praise the LORD! <«
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Peiyuan Qian (#{mR)

Amazing
ourney

Reflecting and Questioning

| have been baptized for more than 33 years; however, | feel ashamed
about my slow growth of spirituality. | even wondered whether | was truly
saved in my early years of Christianity because | didn't see any significant
changes after becoming a Christian except being actively involved in church
activities. In one word, was | only living a religious life, or did | indeed have

the Holy Spirit in my heart to lead me on the way of sanctification?

Why believe?

| was educated to be an atheist in communist China. So, no doubt |
believed in evolution. When | taught microbiology in China, | was passionate
about teaching students on the prebiotic soup to provide scientific evidence
of the origin of life. In early 1985 when | first came to the US, a roommate
and | once considered having a debate on evolutionism versus creationism
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with someone from a local church near our apartment. We eventually
gave up the ideq, not because of timidity but because of limited English
proficiency. However, my interactions with Christian friends, both Americans
and Taiwanese, got me wonder why professors and scientists in America held
religious “superstition”. They were well educated, yet they could believe there
was a God who created the universe and human beings. With this question in
my mind, | couldn't resist the invitation to go with them to church, but only once
in a while. Also, | started reading the Bible, with the main reason for improving
my English skills. Gradually, my attitude towards Christianity became friendly
and not confrontational, which felt like a mustard seed had been planted in my
heart. My nearly four years of experience in Knoxville, TN provided me with
lots of gospel information to allow me to seek a church in Saskatoon,Canada,
where there was only one Cantonese church.

Becoming a Christian

| was baptized in Saskatoon Chinese Alliance Church in 1992 after
attending church regularly for nearly two years. After becoming a Christian,
| actively participated in many church activities, leading mandarin fellowship
and opening our home for fellowship meetings and Bible study frequently.
As the church was originally a Cantonese speaking church, the mandarin
fellowship was the first and main access for new comers from mainland China
to worship in the church and be baptized. With the help and guidance from
elders and the pastor, our fellowship grew quickly, and the church became a
mandarin speaking church with a Cantonese minority by 2000. Of course,
the fact that many Cantonese Christians gradually returned to Hong Kong

after 1997 was another reason for the change.

Nurtured and Grown

Yes, it sounded like | was a “good” Christian, but my leap of spiritual
growth actually came after we joined CCCVA. After being nurtured for nearly
14 years by pastor and elders of this church, my faith has grown stronger and
stronger. Yes, | am still weak when | face hardship in life, but nothing can take
me away from my Lord. | cannot recall when it happened, but | started to
notice the number of my sins increasing significantly. How come | have more
sins than previously? Is it because | have backslid? Actually, it is because |
recognize more sins that were not considered sins in my mind previously. It
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is the work of the Holy Spirit who keeps leading me to look at myself in the
mirror more and more, which gives me more chances to repent and remove
them one by one.

More Reflection and deep gratitude

At the age of nearly 84, | often look back on my life’s journey and feel
unbelievable. | am now a resident in the USA and will be a permanent resident
in heaven with our God who created me and chose me. | was sponsored by
the communist government for the advanced study in early 1985, and was
designated to be the head of a department with the chance to become a
member of the communist party after | returned. Such kind of arrangement
was really attractive to me. At the same time, my daughter Celine was only
a freshman at the University of Tennessee, and | hated to leave her alone in
a country that was far away from my home in Shanghai. However, | had to
leave the United State, as the J-1 visa would have expired by the end of 1988.
Fortunately, my passport did not

expire until early 1990. So, m
At the age of nearly 84, | often look xpire o 4 /

wife and | decided to spend an

back on my life’s journey and feel additional year in Canada to be

unbelievable. | am now a resident close to our daughter. Timing of

in the USA and will be a permanent  the June Fourth Event in 1989
resident in heaven with our God who arrived  coincidentally, several
months before we would have

created me and chose me. departed from Canada for Chinag,

and gave us the chance fo settle
in North America. If we had returned to my home institute in Shanghai, | might
have had higher status and be richer. However, the possible membership of
the Communist Party would have led me to receive the permanent membership
in hell. Thank you, my God, for saving me.

Since we have decided to settle in VA and will no longer return to
Canada, CCCVA is now our home church to worship our God. Church is the
body of Christ. It is my responsibility to become a member of CCCVA and to
serve our God, and also to enjoy the honor to receive the gift of salvation, to
follow Christ, listen to Christ, receive wisdom from Christ, and let Him guide

every step of my journey of sanctification. <
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Like many people, | grew up going to church every Sunday with my

parents and | always stayed after to play with my friends. | never really gave
God a lot of thought. | was happy so long as | got to see my friends and play
with them. Around the end of elementary school, | joined Children of the Light
Dancers (COTLD) and | was old enough to go to Youth Group. As | listened
and participated, | was learning more and more about what a personal
relationship with God meant and | was also prompted to truly consider my
faith. | started to think seriously about God and whether | truly believed that
Jesus, wholly man and wholly God, died and rose for my sins. | came to the
conclusion that | do believe that Jesus is my ultimate Savior and that | want to
pursue this relationship with God. However, this was not so much a conclusion
as it was a beginning. | suppose it was around this time that | decided to

pursue baptism and membership class.
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When | finished membership class and it was finally time to write my
testimony and get baptized, | put it off because | did not feel like a "good
enough Christian". | thought that in order to be baptized | had to be a perfect
Christian, one whose faith was perfect and never wavered. But of course, mine

wavered quite a bit. | was waiting

for some sort of light that went off

But rather than feeling down about in me that said “ am ready o be

how I will fail every day, | can put baptized”. And it eventually did,
my confidence in God's love and his  but not in the way | expected.

grace demonstrated on the crossin  That light went off gradually as |

Jesus’ death and resurrection. took my fime fo truly understand

that there is no such thing as a

perfect Christian. There is no such
thing as good enough because | will always fall short. But rather than feeling
down about how | will fail every day, | can put my confidence in God's love
and his grace demonstrated on the cross in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Christ has made me “good enough” because he wipes my sins clean and
intercedes for me.

I still struggle with the idea that | can never do anything to “deserve” the
grace God gives me but as | continue to seek God and know him, he reminds
me over and over that | do not need to “deserve” it because Jesus has paid

my debt and he loves me unconditionally. <«
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Mission Trip
Reflectionsy

Being sent

This past spring break, | got the opportunity to go on a local mission
trip to serve the community of Charlottesville with some other students at
the University of Virginia (UVA). As | was preparing for this trip, | prayed
for the Lord to break my heart for what breaks His, and | think through this
trip, | truly got to see the Lord’s heart for the children, families, and elderly in
Charlottesville and beyond.

Seeing what God sees

Starting with the children that | got to tutor over the course of that week
at Johnson Elementary School, | saw just how desperately children needed
to be reminded of their worth in their Heavenly Father’s eyes. At this Title |
school with about 40% of the kids coming from low-income families, there
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were many children who struggled to read on their own, who stumbled
through sight words and did not know how to sound out letters to put together
a single word, and there were so many kids who struggled to even keep their
eyes focused on the page that their teacher was pointing at because their
attentions were captured by every little thing around them besides the book
they were supposed to be reading. That was not what | pictured a classroom
in Charlottesville would look like, but as | got the opportunity to sit down
with these kids one-on-one to help them through what they were personally
struggling with academically, | began realizing that they still had a spark for
learning and that their hearts were still willing to listen to their teachers, it just
took a lot of patience from the teacher to sit down with them and find out
where exactly they needed the help.

There was one 9-year-old girl that | got to tutor, and she was such a fierce
and funny girl. She set goals for herself that she wanted to crush, and when
she accomplished those goals, she got so excited that she would roll around
on her yoga ball and dance to a little song that she would sing. It brought such
a big smile to my face to see a young girl just enjoying the process of learning,

but it also saddened me to see

the realization on her face of

God views us as redeemed, as . )
knowing that she was struggling

His beloved, and as His beautiful on basic sight words that she
creation with bright minds and wished she could have mastered
beautiful hearts. a whole hour ago. Through this

experience, God opened my

eyes to see how gracious He is
and how He looks at all of us as His little children who are so loved, no matter
how unworthy or how much of a failure we might see ourselves as. God views
us as redeemed, as His beloved, and as His beautiful creation with bright
minds and beautiful hearts. God views that little girl with that same love, and
| just pray that the children in that school will be able to see the way that their
Father in Heaven loves them.

Feeling the children’s hearts

| also got the opportunity to see some of those same kids from the
elementary school at the Bible club that my trip team and | helped lead. The
Bible story that was shared with them was from Matthew 14:13-21 about
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the feeding of the 5000. The club started off with some kids volunteering to

pray before the lesson, which was extremely chaotic. It was clear that they

had a heart to learn more about the Lord, but they also had to fight the urge
to make prayer a time to crack jokes and laugh at each other for how badly
they were tripping up over their words in bringing their praises and requests
before the Lord. | remember one kid who prayed something along the lines
of, “God, thank you for this day and for my family and friends, and | am so
sorry that | am laughing right now. Please help my friends to stop laughing
because it's not funny, but it is a little bit funny. | am so sorry God!” This prayer
struck me as a little humorous, but it also points to the desperation deep down
within these kids’ hearts to truly be able to talk to their Father, which was
refreshing to see. | will continue to keep the kids at the Bible club and at the
elementary school in my prayers because their need and desire for the Lord
is so great and apparent, but it is often masked by the distractions that they
occupy themselves with, instead of diving deeper into enjoying the presence
of the Lord.
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Hearing heart-warming stories

Besides getting to serve the little ones, we also got the opportunity to
listen to some of the heart-warming stories that the elderly at JABA, a Christian
senior community center, had to tell us. My first day at JABA, | sat across from
an 80-year-old lady who talked about how much she loved her cat and how
grateful she was for her daughter who always made sure her groceries got
delivered to the door and made sure her nails and hair got done regularly. But
at the end of every little topic, she would always loop back to how much she

loved being at the senior center

God opened my eyes to the power and how much of a blessing it
i asking d . bout was to have a place to make
N asXing cleep questions, aboy new friends. She said that if she

sharing stories of how God has didn’t have JABA she wouldnt
been working, to encourage other have a reason to get dressed, put
brothers and sisters in Christ, and on makeup, or even get out of the

about how He can use a willingness house. Hearing that most of her
. family had either passed away
to be uncomfortable for His glory. o

or were really busy with their own

lives far away from Charlottesville
was a little depressing and was a terrifying glimpse into how isolating and
lonely senior life can be. However, | was reminded by the warmth that this
lovely lady exuded, that with Christ at her center, she was blessed with such a
joyful community that supported and loved her. Even when all her immediate
family could not be by her side, her spiritual family was always there for her.
The knowledge that in such a lonely time of life, that these elderly folk were still
able to laugh together over the way that God had gifted them such amazing
love stories, such wonderful children, and so many fond memories to look
back on, was so comforting to me. It was a beautiful reminder that God is the
one with us from birth to death, the one with all of us always, the one who has
His hand in every part of our life, and the one who sustains us and provides
for us in times of need.

Coming back renewed

While | was focused on how God was going to move in the greater city
of Charlottesville during that week, | had not expected the grand way that
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He was going to move in my life through my team. | am very much a person
that takes time to open up to new people, and it took a lot of prayer and
encouragement to even take the step to sign up for the trip because | was
really scared of all the social energy that | would have to use on a daily
basis to talk to new people. | truly saw the hand of the Lord in the way that
He provided for me and am just in awe again of how well the Lord knows me
because He knew where | had to step out of my comfort zone and provided
people for me to lean on while | took that step. Through the examples my trip
team set for me, God opened my eyes to the power in asking deep questions,
about sharing stories of how God has been working, to encourage other
brothers and sisters in Christ, and about how He can use a willingness to
be uncomfortable for His glory. By looking outside of myself and listening to
what others on my team had to say, | realized the spiritual maturity of many
of my brothers and sisters in Christ, and | saw how God had been working in
their lives to make them such humble and willing servants of the Lord.

Those were just a few of the moments from my trip that stuck with me,
and | am so thankful for the way that the Lord showed up for me on this trip.
It brought me so much comfort on my trip to know that | had people back
home who were praying for me and for my heart to grow closer to the Lord.
| hope that by sharing just a few of the encounters | had with the people of
Charlottesville can encourage you to take a step out of your comfort zone, in

whatever way the Lord is calling you to. %«

CCCVA 139
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REFTOONS BY PAUL COX

I HAVE LEARNED TO KISS THE
WAVES THAT THROW ME AGAINST
THE ROCK OF AGES.
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— THERE IS NOT ONE
m""‘ LITTLE BLADE OF GRASS,

\ THERE IS NO COLOR
IN THIS WORLD,
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REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT BIBLE GATEWAY

Thanks to Mikel Rice (See Matthew &:21) Ob-04-1999
ARRRR ... THIS IS WHERE ME TREASURE
IS, NOW WHERE DID | PUT ME HEART?
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All of the materials on this website may be downloaded, printed, retransmitted, or
reposted freely. We only ask that you neither modify the contents of the documents
without authorization nor provide the site o anyone you do not completely trust. Also,
do not sell printed copies of the material or distribute them. Most of the materials on
this site is suitable to be read on an electronic device; however, some material is only
suitable for printing. If you are aware of any of the materials on this site that violates

copyright, please contact the church website administrator. Thank you!
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The Purposes of This Newsletter
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To provide a forum for us to testify God's grace.
VRO E A

To improve our unity in Christ and share the Lord's love.
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To be used as evangelistic literature in sharing of the Gospel.
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To communicate our church's activities and messages.
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The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the very end
of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)
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