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In the light of a king's face there is life,

and his favor is like the clouds that

bring the spring rain. A
«Proverbs 16:15» '
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B ZBVsE A Word from the Editor
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It may seem contradictory to say that we need to seek God's face since we
already live in his presence all the time as the Bible tells us in the following passages

that God is omnipresent, meaning he is everywhere at the same time; his presence
encompasses the whole universe.
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Jer 23:24 "Can anyone hide in secret places so that | cannot see him2 Declares

the LORD."
Ps 139:7 "Where can | go from your Spirit2 Where can | flee from your presence?"

Prov 15:3 "The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked
and the good."

Heb 4:13 "Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account."

Additionally, the Bible calls those who deny God's existence "fools" as in Ps 14:1,
"The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God"".

The reality of God’s constant presence can be both comforting and intimidating
depending on our heart condition. In other words, we could be greatly comforted
by his unchanging love in our suffering when we "seek his face" in the reading of his
Word and praying. However, when we live in sin and rebellion and want to avoid
God, knowing his eyes are constantly on us may be intimidating, making us want to
hide even more.

Also, we may blame God for our misfortune and become angry and bitter, not
wanting fo seek his face. Or we may be too weary or discouraged to come to him.
Regardless of our feelings and decisions to seek God or avoid God, God has not
stopped being with us and watching over us (Ps 121). In fact, | remember a time when
| was extremely sad and depressed and did not have the desire nor the strength to
seek his face, yet God in his great mercy sought me out. In fact, he "spoke" to me
through an identical message that was on multiple birthday cards | received from my
children. | remember feeling God being so near as | repeatedly read his message:
"The LORD your God is with you... He will take great delight in you...He will rejoice
over you with singing." (Zeph 3:17) What a joy to know my Father is with me in my
suffering and has not forgotten me.

But what exactly does it mean to "seek God's face"2 | believe it is living with the
clear understanding that our hearts are exposed before God and our every word,
deed, and thought is laid bare before him. Yet instead of trying to hide from him, we
willfully and willingly choose to live in his light, ready to repent of our sins and receive
new mercies, forgiveness, grace and strength to live a life that glorifies and pleases
the triune God.

Oftentimes we only come to God when we are either "in trouble" and need
his help or have received special blessings and want to express our gratitude. But
how about dealing with those indwelling stubborn sins that are in our hearts - pride,
selfishness, hypocrisy, unforgiveness, impatience, complaining, judging, and more?
Have we allowed them to become a part of us and stopped fighting against them?
These everyday sins ought to disturb our hearts and cause us to run to God and seek
his forgiveness even more.

So, all of God's people, come and seek his face and when we do, we will find
unlimited forgiveness, unfailing love, and unending grace and mercy every time.
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The I:Prd
“|seNealrgte! All

Cal on Him-—

| was born into this church and brought up in a loving Christian home and
community. It was easy. | would go to church every Sunday, participate in
children’s worship and eat lunch in the cafeteria downstairs. | would play with
my friends after Sunday school and earn stickers during class for answering
the right questions. | would learn all about God and the elaborate stories from
the Old Testament or the miracles that Jesus performed in the New. However,
during this time, my actions were artificial. | would regurgitate information |
had heard, never once questioning what | was supposed to be believing, or
even why.

That was until one Christmas Eve night, we were gathered in the children’s
worship room downstairs, listening to the story of Jesus’s birth. The teacher
asked us to close our eyes as she read the story aloud. Luke 2:10 states,
"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger." | could see it. The dark, starry night
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encapsulating the manger in which the Savior of the world lay, peacefully
sleeping. | was in awe of the humble, beautiful scene. How could such an
awesome and omnipotent God be given to us in such a humble form of a
human baby?

Our teacher continued talking, explaining to us the gravity of who Jesus
really was and what he came to do. At that moment, the Holy Spirit opened
my ears to hear what | had been missing all along, the reason why. God,
the Creator of the universe, had sent his Son down to earth to be born with

a physical body to teach and

spread his message to the world
It clicked. God revealed that | wasin " , 9 )
and die for every single one of

an unconscious state of ignorance, our sins - bearing the burden of

not understanding the purpose the wrath of God. Not only that,

of what | was meant to do. That he rose triumphantly, beating

night, as my eyes were still shut, | death, and is now seated with

God in heaven.
prayed a prayer of acceptance and

It clicked. God revealed that

pronouncement of my belief. . .
| was in an unconscious state of

ignorance, not understanding the
purpose of what | was meant to do. That night, as my eyes were still shut, |

prayed a prayer of acceptance and pronouncement of my belief.

Then came the hard part. As | grew up, | did my best to continue in the
strong faith that | had as a litlle girl. As time progressed, however, | forgot
to read my Bible and | prioritized school, extracurricular activities, and my
non-Christian friends. | stopped journaling. | came up with excuses to assure
myself that my relationship with God was fine, | just didn’t have time. | pushed
God to the side, thinking that | would be okay without him, only praying
when | was desperate and needed help. There were times when | would go
to retreats or mission camps and feel just as close as | was to him again, just
to have it wash away in a matter of weeks, even days. Because of this, | felt
like a bad Christian, floating slowly away from the church community and my
relationship with God.

To be honest, maybe it was because I've been extremely hesitant to accept
God's amazing grace, maybe it was because of the unspoken pressure, or
because | never felt ready, or because | felt unworthy to be a recipient of
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such a wonderful gift. But | didn't realize that that was the exact beauty of it.
| am so undeserving of God's love and it makes no sense that he would call
such a sinful person as |, as his child. But, as Ephesians 2:8 constantly reminds
me, "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God." | was relying solely on myself to balance
everything in my life. | was pushing God away because | thought | would be
able to control it all. As | continue in my walk with God, | remind myself to
let it go, allowing God to wrap me up in the community of himself and other
believers, and he has shown me support every step of the way through not

only my friends and family but his direct grace and unconditional love.

| would like to say that during the entirety of my life, | have been wholly
faithful and trusting in God's provision over me. | would like to say I've never
done anything wrong and have always followed God, reading and praying
every day. | would like to say a lot of things about my faith. But | think the most
important thing that | can truly say about my faith is that it was nothing that
| could ever do or did, it was God’s work in me. It says in Philippians 2:13,
"For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good

purpose.”

Since my senior year and first year of college, God has blessed me so
heavily with community. My family and friends have always been there to
support me, hold me accountable, and pray for me through my walk of faith.
Since then, | have become stronger in my relationship with the Lord, and
have had many opportunities to more boldly share the gospel with others. |
have learned to lean onto his steadfast love for me and depend on him for
everything through prayer. Psalm 145:18 says, "The Lord is near to all who
call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the desire of those who
fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them." It was not a smooth ride
once | placed my faith in God. | needed support, whether that was right here
at CCCVA, or in another community of believers, my family, friends, dancers,
fellow college students, or coworkers, but most importantly a direct, personal
relationship with the One who gave his life for me. <«
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My Power is Made
Perfect in Weakness

From childhood church was a central part of my life. | could sing the
books of the Bible song perfectly and shout out the answer to any Bible trivia
questions my Sunday school teachers asked. | knew knowledge wise that if |
believed in Jesus, | would go to heaven after | died. From at a young age, |
was nothing but a perfectionist, full of pride in my own knowledge. | sought
after perfection in my studies just as much as | did in my walk with God. This
pride in my ability to sustain myself and live life successfully fostered a sense
of deep insecurity and frustration whenever | failed to be perfect, whether it
was in my academic performance, social abilities, or even my relationship
with God. | checked on my relationship with God as if it were a grade book,
only to be filled with disappointment each week when my track record didn't
meet the standards. | sought validation from other people: my relationships,
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teachers, and parents. The problem was that | was depending on myself to use
God's power. God had been like a charger to me, rebooting me on Fridays
and Sundays. | only connected with him when | was right about to die. |
thought it was up to me to keep up my spiritual battery the rest of the time.

Throughout middle school, when | had worship time at dance, instead
of dancing, | would sometimes sit in the corner, praying frustratedly to God.
"Why can't | be better2" | spent the entire time mentally preparing myself to try
my hardest to be "good" after dance. Of course, | would fail: | would argue
with my brother or fight with my parents. These failures angered me, which in

turn made me feel as though my prayers were never answered.

I still had this state of mind when | entered my 2nd year at Christian Youth
in Action (CYIA) in 2019. Then, one night, Miss Patience, one of the leaders,
got on stage at the end of worship and spoke to us. She asked if anyone was
feeling the call in their heart to rededicate their lives to the Lord and to live
without compromise, we should come to the stage. | was not one to respond
to altar calls, nor was | one to cry easily in public. Yet God had been building
my life up to the point where | would finally, truly believe in him, not just as "a
Savior who died for our sins" in knowledge, but as "my Savior who died for
my sins" in faith. Although the altar call itself was for rededication, it was at
this moment that | finally understood that it was not up to me to fight my own
sin. Jesus had already taken my sin away, and | needed to depend on him
alone to fight. | had been compromising his power by trying to "will" my sin
away on my own.

However, my testimony is not complete without seeing how God worked
in me at my lowest. This year my faith was in utter shambles. | lived not for
God but for myself. The activities | did at school, home, and even at church
were for my glory, my pleasure, and my reputation. | was in such a wretched
place in my life, and my faith was very performative. | still went to church,
taught Bible study and Sunday school, and served in the youth band, but
| did all those things so the people around me wouldn't question my faith.
Occasional spiritual highs punctuated countless spiritual lows. The Holy Spirit
would convict me, but | would convince myself not to act on it out of pride or
apathy. | wouldn't respond to the call.

Through this valley in my faith, my parents were constantly praying for
me. Something my mom said to me during this time still stands out to me.
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"You will experience these struggles in your faith in your walk with God but
God will take you to the other side and make your faith even stronger in the
process." Looking at how | have changed and come back to God in the past

few months, | know that what she said has come true.

For a long time, | was ashamed. Should anyone find out that |, the
pastor’s daughter, was acting the way | was with my friends at school or
thinking the things | did, then my perfect, pristine reputation and role as an
example to the younger kids would be ruined. When | came back to God’s
word, which is where | should have been all along, | came upon the verse in
2 Corinthians 12:9, "But he said

to me, ‘My grace is sufficient

Occasional spiritual high
ccastonal spirifudl highs for you, for my power is made

punctuated countless spiritual lows. perfact in weakness.’ Therefors,

The Holy Spirit would convict me, but | will boast all the more gladly

| would convince myself not fo act on  of my weaknesses, so that the

it out of pride or apathy. | wouldn’t ~ POWer of Christ may rest upon

me." God can use even my
respond to the call. . _
spiritual weakness as a testimony

for his glory and an example of
his power to change the lives of the lost. Another verse that | have reflected
upon is 1 John 4:184q, "There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear."
| don't need to fear the shame | once had, as long as | abide in God's word.
True trust in God means confessing my sins and repenting before him. True
surrender is freeing. | began to see his power at work in my testimony, even
in the worst parts of the story, because when | shared my weakness to others
my age at CYIA, they related and shared that they had undergone or were
undergoing similar situations. God could use my testimony to speak to them

and help them to see his everlasting love in their lives.

When | look back at this whole year of time, | feel sad because that is the
amount of time | was relying on gratification and validation from myself and
others instead of God. This whole year, when | faced academic and social
challenges, my instinct was to buckle down and do it all myself. | took the
motto "this too shall pass" as a way of thinking that if I just held on for dear life
on my own, | would make it through my struggles. It was an "Ok, I'm through,
onto the next challenge" way of seeing my life. In my blindness, | forgot
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about the eternal scheme of things. Then, one night in early June, | decided to
read the Bible again. | read with a focus this time, not just going through the
motions. Psalm 51:10 "Create in me a clean heart, renew a right spirit within
me" spoke to me. | realized that | was tired of living the way | was. | missed
the surrender and peace | could find in Jesus when my relationship with him
was so close. | took all these inner struggles with sin and my relationship with
God and confided in a close Christian friend of mine. She immediately called
me and prayed over me. Over the next few weeks, | spent more time in the
Word and also confessed these struggles to a group of girls who were going
to CYIA with me.

When | went to CYIA this year, | was just beginning to realize how much |
missed having someone that strong to rely on for my struggles. Then, especially
at CYIA, God showed his overwhelming love for me. He sat down right there
in the muck and filth of my sins and pulled me out. Although | had been to
CYIA before, this year was different. | think one reason was because | was so
much more acutely aware of what God was doing that week, in my life and
in the lives of others. | saw so many people who were much younger than me
being so strong in their faith, | saw God reveal a taste of our praise for him
in Heaven, and | tasted and saw that the Lord was good in my devotionals,
chapel sermons, and even experiences as a leader. | didn't deserve God's
mercy for me in bringing me back to him. He didn’t need me. But yet he still
chose me and picked me up again. And | pray that he will continue to use
me and my broken testimony to be a vessel for sharing his gospel to other

people. <«
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The Purposes of This Newsletter
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To provide a forum for us to testify God's grace.
VRO E A

To improve our unity in Christ and share the Lord's love.
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To be used as evangelistic literature in sharing of the Gospel.
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To communicate our church's activities and messages.
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The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the very end
of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)
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