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Psalm 33:8 says, “Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world
revere him.” Why?2 “For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood
firm. ” (Ps 33:9) The world and everything in it came into being at God’s command.
That's why. He is the Creator of the universe, the Master of every creature, and the
Owner of every breath. The entire creation depends on God for its every need. Not
only does God deserve our reverence because he is the ultimate Provider, but also
because he is the final Judge. “God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his
wrath every day” (Ps 7:11) and we know “nothing in all creation is hidden from God's
sight but is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give
account.” (Heb 4:13)

So, what does “fearing God” look like in our lives2 In relationships, it means to
exhibit Christlike character as God has commanded us when we interact with others.
Col 3:12-13 teaches us to “clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience, and to forgive as the Lord forgave us.” In terms of our
God-given gifts and everything we have been given we need to be faithful in using
them for kingdom purposes. When we fear God, the rewards promised to us are
wealth, honor, and life. (Pr 22:4) While God’s goodness and love are with those who
fear him, his wrath is with those who are arrogant and refuse to honor him (Ac 12:23).

However, to fear God is not to fear punishment but is “a holy reverence of God,
and a sacred awe of him. This is accompanied by a child-like trust in him, which leads
to loving obedience, tender submission, and lowly adoration.” (Charles Spurgeon)
May all of God’s children grow their reverence of God, which leads to deeper trust
and whole-hearted submission.
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largely to the use of certain means in the communication of divine grace"
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David Zhao

Throughout my childhood, there were only a few things that stayed
constant. My family. My home. My passion for the sciences. Going to church
every week. While this early exposure to the Christian faith was an essential
part of my life growing up, it eventually got to a point when going to church
held no real meaning for me anymore. It felt like | was in this sort of limbo
where my faith was neither growing nor fading. It was also around this time
that my family stopped attending church on a regular basis due to some
unforeseen circumstances and we wouldn't start regularly going to church
again until the spring of 2018, a couple of months after we moved to Northern
Virginia.

In the months following our move, | had trouble getting used to the new
community that now surrounded me which included integrating myself and
making new friends at my new school. So, when my parents told me that
we would start going to a local church again, | was unsure if it would be the
right thing for me given my current situation. But it was here that | found the
first community that was so accepting of me ever since | arrived in the area. It
was through interacting with the congregation, and especially the youth, that
| started to grow not only as a person but as a Christian as well and it is an
experience that | will always look back upon and be thankful for.
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And through these experiences, | started to understand why certain
situations occurred. | started to see that everything that | had gone through
was all part of God’s plan for me. This allowed me to finally come to terms with
an event that has been on my mind ever since it occurred which is the passing
of my uncle. Even though my

family and | had known his
death was inevitable due fo his | know that every step of the way |
being diagnosed with ALS, his have a strong support system in God

death was so sudden that none  alongside my family and friends who

of us were even prepared. But il glways be there to guide me

one thing that always stuck in down the right path.

my mind was the fact that before

he died, he was as comfortable
and happy as | had ever seen him. By having him spend his final hours in
such a peaceful manner, it felt like God was telling my family and me that
everything will be alright and that he is now in a better place where his pain
and suffering is no more.

Even through these experiences, however, | am still lacking in many areas
whether it be doing things | should not be doing or not doing things | should
be doing. But But | know that every step of the way | have a strong support
system in God alongside my family and friends who will always be there to
guide me down the right path. One verse that exemplifies this for me and is
from one of my earliest memories at this church is Ephesians 2:8-9 where Paul
writes, "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast."
It serves as a reminder that everything that | have done, am doing, and will do

is all part of God's will and as such all my actions must be done to glorify Him.

To conclude, | would like to share two verses that have not only stuck with
me for a very long time but also serve as a guide for the life | want to lead. The
first one is Ephesians 2:10 where Paul writes, "For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do," and the second one is Mark 10:45 where Jesus says, "For even
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many." <«
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My Story

His Work /y/f///

7

It gives me great comfort

knowing that God
created me with purpose

and cares for me.

| grew up an introvert with anxiety issues. | was afraid to speak to
people. Deep down, | was insecure, yet conceited, full of misguided pride.
| had many sins but did not recognize them. Though in many ways, | have
been blessed with an easy life. | grew up in a middle-class household with
parents who loved me. My parents are atheists, they themselves grew up

without religion and taught me the same.

Growing up, | did not understand religion. When my parents first came
to the States in 1999, they joined a church group. Church offered free
English lessons and help driving us around. This was my first experience with
Christianity. Although | found the sermons dreadfully boring, the activities
were fun and people extremely nice. | did not know who Jesus was at the
time, but | sure had fun going on a church retreat and hunting for Easter eggs.

Later, | learned this is what "sowing seeds" refers to.
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The ultimate catalyst for me came much later in life when | met my
wife. As the Bible says, a "prudent wife is from the LORD" (Proverbs
19:14). | believe this to my core. When we first started dating, | told her
verbatim, "l want to be 100% honest, | respect your religion, but | have
no intention of converting." Funny how that worked out.

| was curious though. She also grew up in an atheist Chinese household.
Her family prioritized her education, much like mine. Her first interaction with
God was at university, where she joined a local church. How is it that she
could adopt Christianity so quickly2 Partly due to my curiosity, but mostly

due to my wife’s persuasion, | slowly began to understand more about Jesus.

Our conversations had me thinking about questions and their answers |
have simply taken for granted. | learned about the big bang and evolution in
school. These are theories that are too often misunderstood as fact. In truth,
| didn't really know where | came from, what my purpose was, or where |
will go. The Bible decisively answers all these questions. We were created in
God’s image to glorify him on earth and the faithful shall dwell with him in

the house of the Lord forever after our passing.

This all seemed like a stretch to believe. However, the more | learned
through reading the Bible, the more | applied its concepts to my life, the more
| believed. Chief among these concepts is forgiveness. Afterall, Jesus came
down to die on the cross so that my sins may be forgiven. Prayer is taught
in the Bible, "forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us"
(Luke 11:4). Using these beliefs, | began to overlook things that would have
irritated me in the past. | choose to forgive instead of to argue. | looked at
others as brothers and sisters, children of God, instead of just strangers and
began to treat people better. It's amazing how these simple changes have

impacted my life.

It gives me great comfort knowing that God created me with purpose
and cares for me. "The Lord will watch over your coming and going both
now and forevermore" (Psalm 121:8). This fills me with unyielding strength to
power through my life. | have faith in God’s plan for me and believe that only
with his help can | overcome. ««
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You ARE 0OdT OF
TEMPER, AND

THEN YOU WILL
HAVE LESS TO
UNDO.

CHARLES SPURGEON

“John Ploughman’s Pictures.
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The Purposes of This Newsletter
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To provide a forum for us to testify God's grace.
VR RO =R

To improve our unity in Christ and share the Lord's love.
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To be used as evangelistic literature in sharing of the Gospel.
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To communicate our church's activities and messages.
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The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the very end

of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20)
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