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Since the pandemic broke outin March of 2020 in the US, it has been a wild roller
coaster for all of us — the frantic search for toilet paper and masks in the beginning,
the dread of becoming infected as the staggering new infection cases and death tolls
were being broadcasted around the clock, the record-breaking unemployment rate,
the increased domestic violence and suicides due to isolation, and the heartbreaking
scenes of the dying without their loved ones by their side. On top of this, racial
conflicts, social unrest, and the terrible riot in the Capitol all played out amidst the
widespread chaos and suffering. If we have survived all these, it was not because we
were lucky, we did not fit the risk profiles of the COVID patients, or we were not in the
wrong place at the wrong time breathing in virus-filled air. In fact, our surviving this
unprecedented historical event confirms once more that our safety or our doom does
not exist in statistics or probabilities, instead, we live in the providence of our Father,
the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Acts 17:28a says, "For in him we live and
move and have our being." And Psalm 3:5 says, "l lie down and sleep, | wake again,
because the LORD sustains me." Psalm 91 and 121 also offer enduring comfort to
those who trust in the LORD.

As people are getting vaccinated and the US is reopening slowly and cautiously,
let us thank God for preserving our lives and not forget what we have been through.
While life is finally returning to some degree of normalcy, we should ask God to
teach us to number our days so we may live wisely, understanding the Lord’s will, and
making the most of every opportunity we are given. <
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My Story as A Christian Marcelle Yao

... | firmly believe God has
a perfect purpose for His
kingdom which He Himself

will fully accomplish one day.

| was converted to become a Christian in 2012 when | was in college.
My roommate took me to a fellowship which was located in a nearby village.
A sister from the fellowship shared some fundamental doctrines with me, and
| accepted Jesus as my Savior. It was this Jesus who kept attracting me to go
to that fellowship because | desired to know more about him. After knowing
Jesus, my life was changed. | was no longer interested in my career goals or
the values | had cherished, and gaps started to appear between my friends
and me. | never expected that one day | would be in the US studying God's
Word. It was hard to imagine that a Chinese, whose parents are communists
would become a Christian and determine to give her life to God. As | built a
relationship with Jesus, my heart was drawn gradually to ministries. | started
to take part in all kinds of ministries including missions to Guangxi province,
leading prayer groups, and teaching new visitors; the only ministry | didn't get
involved was preaching.

The church | stayed at that time was an evangelical church and women
were allowed to preach. However, the theology was significantly influenced
by Arminianism and | found many differences between my knowledge of
God and that of the leaders concerning several doctrines. | did not leave the
church immediately but tried to communicate with them, but none of us had
any formal theological training.
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After graduating from Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in 2014,
| went to Shenzhen to work as a volunteer in a Christian school which used
textbooks by ACE (Accelerated Christian Education). | stayed there for three
months. My primary job was to help with devotions in the morning, serve
lunch, and participate in other school activities as well. During these three
months in Shenzhen, | met my husband in an evangelical church, and we
decided to come to Westminster to study and equip ourselves for future
ministry. We got married in May 2015 and came to the US in July 2015.
During the studies here, | joined RTF (Reformation Translation Fellowship) and
translated a booklet called What is Faith written by R.C. Sproul. My husband
and | both agree that | should focus more on the Word ministries such as
translations or scholarly writings.

At Westminster, | received a lot of help. Some American students shared
notes with me so | could better understand the professors, others prayed with
me in hard times. When | was weak, teachings from my church, Calvary OPC,
and prayers from church members helped me a lot. | do not deserve any of
this. Whenever | faced persecutions from my parents or friends, | felt so weak
that| could no longer move on. But by God's grace, my faith has been growing
through all these difficult situations, and the Spirit has been working to change
me. My attitude towards this world, non-believers, my family members, my

neighbors, and my ministries has also profoundly changed.

My husband plays a crucial role in my life. Since | am not a social person
and lack experience in many things, he has become my spiritual leader,
my companion, and my help in every hard situation | encounter. Without
his support, | would not be able to continue my Ph.D. study at the Catholic
University of America.

| was admitted to the Ph.D. program of Semitics Language & Literature in
the School of Arts and Sciences of the Catholic University of America in Fall
2019. Itis such an honor to study the languages of the Old Testament, although
| am always the only female student in every class and there exist numerous
challenges in my study, God continues to strengthen me nevertheless. It is
so amazing to personally experience God's grace and guidance day after
day during this time, and | firmly believe God has a perfect purpose for His
kingdom which He Himself will fully accomplish one day. <«
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A Long Journey Jacob You
to Come Back Home

... | read through the whole Bible
one time that year and a strong
sense of belief in the personal God
in the Bible came into my mind and

ignited relief and hope in my heart.

| was born in a Christian family in Pingyang, Wenzhou, a small coastal
town in eastern China. Though my home church in Wenzhou has a background
in the "Three-Self Church", the ministers in the Wenzhou area received a
relatively low government control in comparison to other provinces in the 80s
and 90s. So, by God's grace the seed of the gospel was planted in my heart
as a little child.

Later on, my faith was challenged when | was in middle school. First of
all, the school was required to teach courses based on evolutionism, atheism
and other secular beliefs. Though my parents tried to teach me to walk in their
faith, my stubbornness began to prevail. Under the influence of the school, my
fellow students and friends, | came to believe what they taught was true. As
a result, | gradually lost interest in Sunday school and seldom went to church

any more.

But God heard my parents' prayers during my middle school and high
school years when | turned away from their way of Christian life. When |
thought | had found a better way of life, God showed me the emptiness of
that "better way" of life. In those years, the more | believed in their teachings,
the more | was disappointed because these teachings could not provide

any positive, consistent and meaningful answers to life. Even more sadly,
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| struggled greatly with my relationship with the class director because |
skipped his classes a lot. This was an irony because | thought | had found
a more interesting life but | ended up losing interest in what the school was
teaching. Having this void in my heart was frustrating, but now | understand
it is God's grace that | felt that way so he could lead me to build a close
relationship with him.

It was so until one day in the second year of high school when | suddenly
started to read the Bible given to me by my father. | read through the whole
Bible one time that year and a strong sense of belief in the personal God in the
Bible came into my mind and ignited relief and hope in my heart. Gradually,
| realized that the essential problem was not the teaching of the school, nor
the relationship with teachers and fellow students, but my own sin and lack of
a personal relationship with God. How can | deal with my personal sing How
can | overcome the power of sin which will result in destruction, eternal death
and God's judgment? Though it took me several years to articulate the gospel
well, the faith in a personal God who is able to save sinners fundamentally
changed my worldview.

Slowly, the Lord opened my spiritual eyes. | had wasted two years in high
school and now only one semester was left for me to catch up with all the
course materials for the national exam of "Gaokao." | no longer complained
about the school or the teachers, instead | cherished this last semester for

God's glory. My class director was amazed at my change.

The following summer when | graduated from high school, a minister of
our local church gave me around twenty theological books. One of them
was Systematic Theology written by Isaac C. Jen, one of the Chinese alumni
of Westminster Theological Seminary in the 1950s. Gradually, in the light
of the Spirit, | came to know myself more clearly as a poor sinner who can
only be saved by Jesus Christ from my sins. The power of his resurrection
essentially changed my relationship with sin. | was no longer under the power
and dominion of sin, but under the grace of God. | finally understood | was
not called to live in the way of the world, but to become like Christ by the work
of the Holy Spirit. Later on, | was baptized in my second year of college and
| have since committed my life to follow Christ and to serve Him for the rest of

my life. <
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A New Being Andy Liu
and a New Beginning

| was raised in a Buddhist family, my wife used to be a devoted Taoist,
but | myself was never religious nor a worshipper. Before | trusted in Christ,
| was an atheist. | was a self-righteous being, indulged in my abilities, and
believed | was solely independent. | developed a strong ego identical to that
of my peers and mentors in my professional life, which was fostered by the
competitive environment | worked in.

My path in life of obtaining a degree, pursuing a career, and attaining
professional merits was satisfactory to my personal value but proved to be
short-lived and unsustainable. The perceived self-gratification was masked
by sin, the cause of the Fall of mankind. | was idolizing subjects and objects in
our society and occupied by the pursuit of material things, fame, power, and
personal fulfilment, not knowing all these were essentially meaningless, as
depicted in the book of Ecclesiastes.
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In Romans 5:12 it says "Therefore, just as sin came into the world through
one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because
all sinned." From this, | know we are all sinners. | was lost in a busy and
meaningless lifestyle. My hectic work life and career, which fostered the
arrogant and pompous demeanor, were infused with unending stress and
disappointments. | realized | have the ‘original sin' from Adam and Eve since
birth, and the ‘actual sin' like everyone else in the world. Because of my sins, |
need a Savior. | am grateful that God found me about three years ago when
| was a lost sheep, and he brought me back to his pasture. Salvation and
atonement can only be accomplished by God through Jesus Christ. My path
to Christ is through hope, faith, and love. Through Christ, the LORD grants me
salvation and sanctification. Only Christ may allow entry into his kingdom
and grant eternal life.

In John 3:16 it says "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life". And
John 10: 27-28 says "My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they
follow me. | give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish". Since
| have put my trust in Christ and come to him with my humble soul, life has
changed, and my consulting work has transformed for the better. | begin to
look at things with a new perspective and would take a different approach
when a situation arises. In doing so, | can feel the Triune God guiding me
through my difficulties.

This spiritual change is also transparent in my relationships with my wife,
children, and others. Honoring marriage and family has a renewed meaning
and | realize it requires me, the head of the household, to have patience,
respect, love, and leadership. | have witnessed the positive change and
peace with my wife as well, all by the grace of God.

| have confidence that God has a plan for my future because he is in
control. | am learning to rely on, trust, and depend on the Lord. Moving
forward, | know | have a responsibility to lead my family spiritually, share the
good news with others, and live a holy life that honors God. | pray to the Lord
for the continuing growth, and also for granting his miracle to other members
of my family. | am committed to letting God be the center of my life and lead

my life in the future. %«
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The Gift of God is Eternal Life  Jjonah Treitler

Yes, who wouldn't like a life with
no boundcy;ies? But I think these "
people don't understand what

Fs
)

NO boundaries mean.

e

As a child, | was lucky enough to be born into a Christian family. My mom

always brought me to church before | even knew what church was or meant.
And every week, | would go to Sunday school, learn about Noah's ark, and
sing songs, that sort of thing. This practice helped me be close to God at a
young age.

However, it became hard to resist temptations when | was older, such as
video games. Video games are something that my mom doesn't approve of in
this family. So, unless | was at a friend's house, | usually wasn't supposed to play
video games. At one point, instead of doing things my mom wanted me to do,
like study chess or do math, | would take that chance to head up to my room
and play video games. It took a long time to know why | didn't stop. | mean, |
remember that | would say sorry to God and ask him for forgiveness, but my
heart wasn't in the right place, and | just went back to playing the next day.
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Around February of last year, something changed. | got caught by my
mom playing games. Even though this wasn't the first time, | think | really
wanted to stop at that moment. Of course, | doubted | could completely stop
by myself, so | prayed harder and more often to resist the temptation that
Satan was throwing at me. | went on the Bible app more often and read plans
about resisting Satan and his temptations. With God's help, | managed to
stop playing games altogether! Now, sometimes | will play an online game
with my friends at a party, but | know that | can resist the temptation of getting
addicted to video games. | couldn't have stopped without God's help, which

is precisely why | need him in my life.

| need Jesus in my life to be saved because without him, we wouldn't have
a purpose on this earth or a direction. A lot of non-Christians say, "Why do
| need Jesus in my life? Life is going my way, there are no boundaries, and |
don't need that to change!" And | admit | have thought that before. | mean,
until you find the real answer, it kind of makes sense. Yes, who wouldn't like
a life with no boundaries? But | think these people don't understand what
NO boundaries mean. It means there's no one like God to protect you from
temptations, from evil, and Satan in general.

Now, | could list many reasons why we need Jesus in our lives, but I'll
name a few that are relevant to my life and temptations recently. One reason
we need Jesus in our lives is simply the truth. God knows all, sees all, and
hears all. There's no hiding things from God, which is pretty evident if you've
read the first chapters of Genesis (Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, etc.). And
there's no tricking God ever. Also, we can never find lies within God; we can
only see the truth. In Colossians 2, Paul says, "...Christ, in whom are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." Or in Ephesians 4:21, where
again, Paul says, "...Assuming you have heard of him and were taught by
him, as the truth is in Jesus." | have one more reason of why we need Jesus
in our lives. We need Jesus because of sin and death. In your life, whether
you're Christian or not, you sin. And as the famous Bible verse goes, "For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."
(Romans 6:23) So, what would we do without Jesus in our lives, whether you
are a non-Christian or Christian? We would be dead. Just the thought that you
would be dead if God hasn't given the gift of life to you should make all of us
eternally gratefull <«
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Pandemic Reflection Elaine Tu

I know in my heart that God is good

and faithful, | am not alone, and He is

guiding me through this most unusual

and difficult time.

The COVID-19 pandemic started on March 20, 2020 for me. It was the
date that | received the first report of a patient who had tested positive at my
hospital. My experience during the pandemic is like the millions of healthcare
workers who were and still are fighting the virus on the frontline. Every day at

work, my job is filled with non-stop questions and demands of mitigating the

risk of COVID-19 infection.

For the first few months of the pandemic, the unknown of the virus put
tremendous pressure on my workload and my family. | am thankful that my
husband Jay took over all the household responsibilities when | was forced to
focus on work 24/7. Also, | am thankful for Pastor Chua's weekly letters; they
spoke to my heart and helped to keep me close to God. As | was busy with
work, | had more excuses not to read God's word. However, | made it a point
to include devotional time and to not cast God's word aside. | started to do
daily devotion with My Daily Bread, and | have kept it up to this day.

44 CCCVA



At the beginning of the pandemic, Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs)
were limited. Most people at work wore one mask for days and weeks. From
the start, CCCVA brothers and sisters delivered masks to my house. | was able
to share my good fortune with healthcare workers in my workplace. One
day, when | came home, there was a bag of eye goggles from a sister and |
took them to work and gave them to the night doctors. They were so happy!!
Another sister gave me boxes of N95 masks and surgical masks. | also took
them to work and gave them to the nurses. Our insurance agent who | had
never met, sent me a few boxes of gowns and | sent them to our admission
units and gave some to the respiratory therapists. Friends from our fellowship
made masks for hospital patients and | took them to work and distributed
them. PPEs were scarce and difficult to get anywhere in the country in the
beginning, but | was rich with PPEs due to everyone's generosity. | do believe
that those PPEs | received from CCCVA brothers and sisters saved many lives.

When | got sick with COVID-19 in November 2020, | knew | would
recover, but others were not as fortunate. | have seen deaths among patients
and coworkers. | spoke with coworkers who wrote wills for the first time in their
lives, just in case something happened to them during the pandemic.

In December 2020, | finally felt that things had turned the corner. The
vaccine is outll As an infection preventionist, | can see the impact of the
vaccine on the infection rate at my workplace, although the hesitancy of
getting the vaccine is a reality.

Regardless of how the pandemic will turn out in the next year or so, | am
grateful to all my brothers and sisters in Christ for their prayers and support.
| know in my heart that God is good and faithful, | am not alone, and He is
guiding me through this most unusual and difficult time. Here is a verse | read
in the early months of the pandemic; may God's word be a blessing to us all.

"Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving." (Colossians 2:6-7)
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d's Corner

The Happy Blind Poet’s Songs Kiana Hsu

\

Do you know who wrote the most hymns in the world2 It was Francis
Jane Crosby. She was wise. She was witty. And she was blind. Amazingly
she drafted nearly 8,500 hymns! Known as Fanny Crosby, she composed the
popular hymn, "Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine". Fanny was born in an old
English town in New York. She descended from a Mayflower's Puritan family,
who was devoted to knowing God. As a baby, Fanny turned blind because of
an awful medical treatment. However, she never gave up. Lovingly her family
cared for Fanny. Reading the Bible relentlessly to Fanny, her grandma taught
her to stay strong through faith. Fanny attended a school for blind children in
order that she could live like a normal person, if not more. After she grew up,

she became a famous hymn writer.

When Fanny was a baby, an inexperienced doctor mistreated her infected
eyes with hot mustard plaster, which scarred her lens. After the incident, her

Kiana is a fourth grader who dreams of becoming a children’s book illustrator one day. Although
Kiana didn’t know who Fanny Crosby was, after hearing the hymnist’s "Blessed Assurance", she

decided to explore Crosby’s life and work for her writing assignment. Hopefully Kiana’s writing
will encourage more kids to share in future CCCVA newsletters. ~ Kiana’s mom, Annie
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vision was blurred. Thankfully she could still sense light and shadows and
catch blurs of colors as if she was peering through an iced window. Admiring
the lavishly chromatic sunset, her Grandma Eunice explained to Fanny what
purple is by showing her a blossoming violet. Violets became her favorite
flower. At age five Fanny visited Doctor Valentine Molt, a famous eye doctor
in New York City, who woefully declared that her injuries could not be healed

because it had been too long since her injury. Permanently she was blind.

Because Fanny Crosby's family was kind and encouraging, she did not
regret being blind. Although her dad died when she was one, her mom Mercy
persevered. While Mercy worked as a maid for a wealthy family, Grandma
Eunice, Fanny's older siblings, and aunts cared for her. Reading the Bible to
Fanny, Grandma Eunice reverently helped her memorize many Bible books
by age 10, including the four gospels, Genesis, and parts of Psalms. Diligently
Grandma Eunice also taught her to cherish God's plants and animals. With
descriptions of nature and her love for God, Fanny Crosby's poems and
hymns were charming. Her Aunt Polly, who was just one year older, was her
playmate. Together they played hide-and-seek, climbed trees, rode ponies,
picked flowers, ventured through the forest, and enjoyed many fun games.
Both Grandma Eunice and Polly were Fanny's eyes. They read to her. They
described the intriguing world. They taught her to live independently by using
other senses. Even though she was blind, her family helped her thrive.

She wrote at age eight:

"Oh, what a happy child | am,
Although I cannot see!

| am resolved that in this world
Contended | will be!

How many blessings | enjoy
That other people don't!
So weep and sigh because I'm blind,

| cannot - nor | won't."

By God's blessing Fanny was able to attend The New York Institute for
the Blind, where Fanny Crosby blossomed like a violet in the garden. Loving
writing, grammar, philosophy, and astronomy, she outshined. However,
Fanny wasn't always so perfect. She hated math and Braille. Sometimes she
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did mischievous things like stealing a watermelon from the school. Because
Fanny received so many praises for her poetry, she became arrogant.
Wholeheartedly her superintendent Dr. Silas Jones advised, "Do not think too
much about rhymes, and the praises that come from them. Store your mind
with useful knowledge and think more of what you can be than what you
can appear." She humbly listened. During her time in school, she had visited
many places to promote education for the blind. She had even spoken at the
Congress, met many presidents, and became a lifelong friend with President
Polk. She was famous! After graduation, she stayed at the school to teach
and was a respectable and compassionate teacher to her students. When the
cholera pandemic of 1848 hit and most students returned home to quarantine,
instead, Fanny Crosby stayed behind to help the students who had nowhere to
go and cared for the sick students. In school Fanny bloomed into a competent,
confident, and charitable woman.

Because Fanny Crosby thought that God had given her a purpose for
life, she wrote hymns that glorify God and urge people to trust in Jesus.
Affectionately encouraged by William B. Bradbury, the musician who wrote
"Jesus Loves Me", Fanny started to write hymns. Hymn writers would play their
music to Fanny, she would draft the lyrics in her head, then her assistant would
record as she dictated the words. Fanny had worked with many famous music
writers, such as William H. Doane, a Cincinnati tycoon. Working ardently
together like pen and paper, they created the popular hymns, "To God Be the
Glory", "Pass Me Not", and "Near the Cross". Through Fanny Crosby's hymns
many people grow strong in faith. By singing "Blessed Assurance", a teenage
boy with an incurable disease converted fourteen patients in the hospital. As
he was ready to meet Jesus, he passionately sang "Safe in the Arms of Jesus",
which Fanny composed after her only baby died. Fanny's hymns vitalize faith.

Although Fanny Crosby was blind, she lived contentedly. Her family, who
provided her strength like guardian angels, encouraged her daily. Because
of the 20 years at The New York Institute for the Blind, she learned to be
independent and was able to overcome her weakness. Profoundly Fanny's
insightful hymns motivated many people to love God more. Her hymns
witnessed God's beauty. Fanny Crosby is the queen of heavenly music. So on
your next visit to YouTube, search up Fanny Crosby's hymns. Don't forget to
click "Like" and be blessed by the happy blind poet. ««
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The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said "All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end
of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)
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