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Our pastor’s hope is for the members of this church to experience God more
deeply during the pandemic as we each navigate our specific challenges and
difficulties in our unique situation. But what exactly is "experiencing God"?

Is it a type of feeling? Or do we experience God when our problems are solved,
or when our problems are not solved but we are given a new lens to look at things
differently2 Does it mean to have courage to take on challenges because we trust in
God’s promises? Or does it mean to have peace when everyone else is frightened?
Maybe it is when we are able to accomplish something by the power of the Spirit and
not by our own strength2 Or is it to know God's attributes more deeply through his
providence? Do we experience God through answered prayers?

| am sure experiencing God encompasses all of the above plus more, but one
thing we can be sure of is that prayer and experiencing God are tightly connected.
Furthermore, prayers may not always come from us personally, but they are also
uttered by Jesus who is constantly interceding for us at the right hand of the Father and
by the Holy Spirit. How comforting that is!

In order to experience God more deeply, we need to read the Bible more so that
we may know His heart better. It also means to feel contrition for the sins we have
committed and repent of them, to have a truly grateful heart (ref. Luke 18:13 of the tax
collector) and to be vigilant in our prayers at all times lest we fall into temptations or
act by flesh. May God’s great love and mercy stir our hearts to live for him and to live
out the gospel in our lives during the end times. <
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Let Me Walk Close to Thee Qing Tretler

| met a Christian for the first time in my life within a couple of weeks of my
arrival in the United States. It was a sunny late summer afternoon in Hawaii.
That Christian, Xiao Wang, wandered around the dorm with a cake in hand
but could not find the Chinese students she was going to visit. She saw us, a
small group of Chinese students, and struck up a conversation with us. We
ended up having dinner together.

Xiao was serving in the Chinese Lutheran Church in Honolulu as a minister.
A significant part of her work was outreach. | was one of the many students
she reached out to. Like most Chinese my age, | grew up an atheist. We
were taught a version of Marxism and materialism that is against any belief
of spiritual matters. However, by the early nineties when | came to the US
to pursue a graduate degree, most of us had left the political indoctrination
behind. It was a new world before me, filled with opportunities and challenges.

It was the challenges that humbled me and allowed me to hear the
messages shared by Xiao and other Christians. Even now, | remember Hawaii

= o sl
not like a genie that grants my every wish;
He answers by giving me peace and hope and by

surrounding me with so many wonderfully loving Christians.
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with fond memories of palm trees lining the beaches, the scents of flowers
filling the night, and rainbows decorating the skies every day. Yet despite the
beautiful scenery, | was in a wrong relationship that left me feeling hopeless.

During one fellowship meeting, | heard someone say that experiencing
God is like to get into a room or sit on a chair, because only after we actually
go in or sit down we cannot experience what is inside or how it feels to be
on a chair. Some days later, when | was feeling extremely miserable and

desperate for relief, | made the decision to "try" God.

As a seeker, | prayed and attended church on and off. After finishing a
master’s degree in Hawaii, | moved to New York for a doctorate program. The
troubles in Hawaii were behind me,

and | chose to remain friends with "l am weak, but Thou art strong;

Xiao and another Christian sister. Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
4 4

In New York, | met new Christian

I'll be satisfied as long as | walk,

friends and began attending the
New York Chinese Bible Church, let me walk close to Thee.

where | was baptized in 1996.
In retrospect, | can say there was not a specific moment or any particular
event that led to my decision to be baptized. It was through the work of the
Holy Spirit, prayers, Bible reading, and fellowship with other Christians that |
gradually came to believing the Bible and experiencing God's presence, for

the next 23 years and counting.

As | reflect on my spiritual journey, | have to admit that | struggled little
with the fact that | am a sinner. | knew | sinned early on but God continued
to reveal to me my many past and present sins along the way. For example,
| still struggle with fears and have to fight the tendency to seek worldly
solutions rather than God’s solution. As to why | believe Jesus Christ is my
personal Savior and Redeemer, the reasons are numerous but the simplest
answer may be because God answers my prayers. He is not like a genie
that grants my every wish; He answers by giving me peace and hope, and
by surrounding me with so many wonderfully loving Christians. Besides my
own personal experiences, | have also read and heard many testimonies from
other Christians. The fact that | and many others have come to faith in Jesus is

truly a miracle for | see many more have not.
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Let me use an example of what being a Christian means to me to end
this article. One Saturday morning while my husband was still deep in sleep,
| woke up with a pang of anxiety because | was facing financial pressure at
work. Although my career trajectory has been upward in general by God's
grace but at the same time | have to say it has not been a smooth ride. Quite a
few times | felt like | was hanging off a cliff, but God always pulled me through.
So that morning | woke up with an anxious heart but | told myself repeatedly
"God is good". Then | read a Verse of the Day with my son during breakfast,
which is our daily practice. By 10am, | was in a hotel and my son was playing
a whole day chess tournament. Before the tournament, we have already
talked about the fear of losing and decided that the best strategy was to trust
the Lord and pray. As my son played in the chess tournament, my anxiety for
funding and my worry about how he would do in the tournament were still
hanging over my head but | decided to push all that to the background and
turn to a Christian radio station, and start writing this article. As a song says, "l
am weak, but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; I'll be satisfied
as long as | walk, let me walk close to Thee." How comforting it is to know that
in this life we will have trouble, but take heart, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
has overcome the world! <«
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A V\/oke—up Call Preston Liu

| grew up in a Christian family and was encompassed by a Christian
church and God. From when | was little, | was taught that God was the
almighty Creator of everything and He is my heavenly Father, but to me, he
was just the guy on the sidelines of the game of life. He was never really
important, unless | was sick or had an injury, then he was the center of my life,
for a few days. After | got better, he was back to being on the sidelines. This
was pretty much what happened up until | turned eleven. | found out God
was sending my dad to Sacramento, California to be a minister at Abundant
Grace Chinese Church (AGCC). As you can probably imagine, my reaction
was extremely sad and furious.

WO R K
_ TOGETHER FOR.

= GOOD
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| understood why God had my family move to California but | didn't want
to face the truth. | hung out with my friends more than | read the Bible and
prayed to God. After we moved here, God planned to teach me a lesson.

| cared about my appearance a lot and always wanted to look impressive.
It was one of my idols. "You shall have no other gods before me." (Exodus
20:3). | always knew that verse, but | never really cared about it that much.
That's why God decided to make me realize that appearance only lasts a

lifetime, but God lasts forever.

It was quite an accident. If you saw me a few months ago, you would
totally agree. | fell on the sidewalk, face first, and my hands and my right leg
also got hit (I wasn’t wearing a helmet, if you were wondering). Well, as you

can imagine, | was pretty beaten
He (Dad) reminded me about how up. As far as | was concerned,

God had healed my face and that | ! ‘loo,ked creepy, with blood
dripping everywhere. | thought

should be very thankful.

of God, and prayed, "Dear

Lord, please help me." God was
merciful and sent a good Samaritan to help me and drop me off back at my
house. After that, | was embarrassed to even go out of my house. | was really
scared that people would think that I'm a freak and avoid me. Then, just two
days after the accident, something life changing happened.

At first, my mom kept trying to convince me to go watch Overcomer, a
Christian movie. | didn’t want to, because | still had the fear that people would
think that | was a freak. | prayed for the Lord to give me strength and courage
to go. And guess what? | suddenly had a feeling of courage that surged
through me. | went to watch Overcomer. Going to watch Overcomer was the
perfect antidote to my fear. | felt like the Holy Spirit was working inside of me.
Overcomer helped me overcome every thought of discouragement | thought

of myself (pun intended).
The next day, | was reading the Bible and | read Philippians 4:13 where

Paul says, "l can do all things through him who strengthens me." At that time, |
didn’t plan on going to church the next day because | thought people would
judge me. After reading that verse, however, | kept asking myself if | should
go to church. | made the decision that | would. When | went to church, |
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wasn't sure how other people would react to my face, but instead of being
repulsed like | thought, everyone was kind and caring. That gave me the

encouragement | needed to go to school the next day.

As | recovered from the accident, | slowly forgot about how thankful | was
that God had let me survive it, and He was slowly going back to the sidelines

of the game of life.

Then, one day, my dad talked to me about my faith in God. He reminded
me about how God had healed my face and that | should be very thankful.
Then | had an overcoming sensation that | wanted to be a Christian. That same
day, | read Romans 8:28 which says, "And we know that for those who love
God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to
his purpose." | knew that it wasn't a coincidence that | found the verse. God

was calling me to him through that verse.

Over a period of time after | moved to California, | realized how self-
centered | am, and that | need God to help me. | wasn’t as kind or patient as
| pictured myself and | have started to read the Bible more and pray more.

Matthew 16:24 says, "Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”
| know that | may face hardships when | feel God is calling me, but | will
choose to follow Jesus anyway, because | know God will help me through

any hardships | may face. <«
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KidS/ Talk Jennifer Hu

Martial [Arts] school

While playing a puzzle with my
granddaughter  after  breakfast, she
suddenly got up and ran away, saying,
"l am going to my martial school." | was
confused and followed her to see her
sitting down in front of a computer, getting
ready to attend the "virtual school", which
starts at 9:30 AM every morning.

Soup in Dark Time ?

During the pandemic, | tried to limit trips to
the grocery stores by rationing food in the
refrigerator so that they would last longer.
But | tried to have soup at every meal

when my son’s family was staying with us
because everyone loves soup. One day | announced that there won't be soup
at lunch and my granddaughter looked at me with apparent disappointment on
her face and said, "No soup? Soup only in dark time2" Upon hearing this, tears
almost filled my eyes and | thought to myself, "Even a three-year-old knows we
are in a dark (difficult) ime." Later her mom told me, "Dark time is dinner time for
her because it's dark outside. In our home we only have soup at dinner."

Can You or Can’t You See?
My daughter and my granddaughter had a chat.

Granddaughter: "Gugu (auntie), you can't see?"
Daughter, "That's right. | can’t see."
Granddaughter, "Why you can't see?"

Daughter, "Because my eyes don't work. That's why | have Franci (her guide
dog). She helps me see."

Granddaughter, "Oh," paused and said, "Gugu, | don't like Didi (younger
brother) grab my toy, but mommy say sharing is caring."

Daughter, "Mhm, | see."
Granddaughter, "You can see now?"

Daughter, "Oh, No. | can't see. When | said 'l see' | meant | understand." <
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The Purposes of This Newsletter
¥ RO M R R
To provide a forum for us to testify God’s grace.
¥ HPERRE O EEE
To improve our unity in Christ and share the Lord’s love.
© ARG RS R
To be used as evangelistic literature in sharing of the Gospel.
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To communicate our church’s activities and messages.

N

HRERAETT A > SRR TR LT A R A G AR T T o BT
VLo RMEE - EERIERKPIE > # 7 BERLHD
P e (B A - A5 MM BE » BSR4 > o BEEEHY4) o JLEFT
Wy RS R AP A > BRI b A7 8 < - FROBE S BELAR AP ) A > BB R
BIAR T o 1 (R RAEH 28:18-20)

The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said "All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always to the very end
of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)

m 6071 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041
CCCVA

703.820.1010 / www.cccvapcea.org

EHMEARBHE
Chinese Christian Church of Virginia

\\\‘//

S

E'/
S

71\



	編者的話 A Word from the Editor
	他代替我們的軟弱  
	擔當我們的疾病
	信心走過荒年：
	物資短缺與神的旨意
	感恩
	耶和華是我的牧者
	明白神的旨意
	神如何讓我經歷祂的大能
	我在主裡的成長路程
	門徒的言行
	新冠病毒疫情的聯想
	Let Me Walk Close to Thee
	A Wake-up Call
	Kids' Talk


