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My Thank you note to God

By Iris Tham

These days I prefer not to pray for my daily needs because God’s blessings
have been more than what I could have asked for. Nevertheless, I do need to pray
for God’s divine assistance so I can share my blessings with my brothers and sisters

in the church.

My father passed away when I was five month old. As a child, I avoided
churches because of the pictures showing little people like me falling into a big pot
of fire. When I turned fourteen I was sent to a factory, working as an apprentice
sewing socks. I felt hopeless. At times, I envied the girls who were raised in
orphanages because they were sent to colleges if they had good grades. After about
20 months I begged my mother and my brother to send me back to school. To save
the time and money I skipped 10th grade and entered a new school. With the report
card for one semester, I transferred to a very good all-girl Christian school. We had
morning services and some of my classmates led the prayers or read verses from the
Bible. Even though I was not a Christian, I like to sing hymns. The Bible was taught

in class and that was the first time | heard the gospel.

Within three months, my mother had a surgery to remove a tumor and died very
suddenly. The teachers and fellow students were so caring that I felt they really
followed the teaching of “love thy neighbors”. During my senior year, the assistant
principal, Ms. Dai, encouraged me to apply for college, offering to help me
financially until I got a scholarship. Miraculously, I got full scholarship and a place
in the dormitory for four years. Furthermore, Ms. Dai took the job as the counselor
at the women’s dorm. She was my spiritual mother and we had Bible studies each

week in her living room.

Even though my favorite subject in high school was chemistry, but without
studying Calculus in high school, I was forced to choose my weakest subject
Biology as my major. It was the studies in courses like plant or animal anatomy,
morphology, and physiology that convinced me the living things did not exist by
chance. They were God’s creations. Furthermore, we had a devoted Christian
professor and teaching assistant who inspired us and guided us to God. This
teaching assistant is Paul Chien. He is now a professor in Biology. He devoted a lot

of his time in translating English religious publications and sharing his faith. Before
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he came to California for graduate studies he encouraged me to follow his footsteps

to attend a graduate school.

When I went to Florida State University I had only enough money for one
quarter. My major professor did not have money to give me a job. During the
quarter break, the only opening was a position as an assistant counselor at a
women’s dorm. Being a new foreign student I still sent in my application but
expected a rejection letter. When I got the job before Christmas, without doubt, I

knew it was God’s grace.

Through the years, I had a parade of devoted Christians who showered me with
generosity and love. I knew I was a sinner and that God loved me. But I loved the
worldly things too much to let God be my Savior. Then came the time when a
tornado hit my house around midnight in 1997. I was so frightened that I promised
God, “if I survive, I would follow You”. The wind died down. The next day when I
saw the big broken pine tree clinging on top of the roof right above my bed and was
held by the two sides of the roof top to avoid falling, I wanted to kneel down right
there to thank God. God was my Savior, spiritually and physically. The next

question was which church should I join.

After half a year, I still did not have an answer. Then came a crisis related to the
pending divorce. I was scared, depressed, and went to an elderly friend for advice.
This friend, a Buddhist, said gently, “You are all alone now, join a church. Someone
there can help you.” He told me to call his best friend’s daughter, a pianist at the
largest Chinese Christian church in town. It happened that she was also a

schoolmate at my high school and college.

By this time, I am convinced it was about time and that God had arranged
everything for me. I had no doubt that I was a sinner. God had saved me in many

different ways.
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Timothy’s Baptism Testimony

By Timothy Meng

My first chance of knowing God was when I was obtaining my visa to America.
As a nine year old child going to the US embassy in China for the second time after
the heartbreaking rejection in the previous year, I was very helpless. Although this
time my grandma was with me, I was still very scared. The night before in the hotel,
my mom called and told me about God. Afterward she prayed with me and told me
that no matter what happened I could always pray. At that time I did not believe in
God, I just thought that I needed to do what my mom said. As I walked through the
front gates guarded by security guards, all the sad and terrifying memory from the
previous year came back to me. I did not know what to do, so I prayed. I prayed
almost exactly to these words, “If you are the real God who my mom said you are,
then let me receive my visa successfully.” Even when the interviewer was asking me
questions, I did not answer or look at him; I simply repeated the words quietly,
“Please help me”. Giving all the glory, honor, praise, and credit to God, we later
received our visa! Looking back from now, my actions were silly and very childish;
however they were very pure and genuine. This is my first encounter with God, and

then I grew closer to Him in the later years in America.

Although the process of obtaining my visa provided me with my first encounter
with God, it is a great pastor, named Shannon, who has led me to have a closer
relationship with God. During that time, I was in middle school, and I did not read
the Bible often because I found it very boring and difficult to read. Then one
Sunday, Shannon challenged the youth to do one task—read one chapter of the
Bible a day in the next week. Though I did not want to read the Bible, I did want to
know more about God, so I agreed. However that one week of reading the Bible
became weeks and months. I just read the Bible daily no matter how late and how
tired [ was each night. I would often share with my mom which verses struck me
and gave me lots of faith and encouragement. Even my mom can tell how my
relationship with God was getting closer. In addition I also benefitted very much
from Shannon’s teaching on Bible. Particularly the one analogy that I still remember
today is that if we think living our lives as driving a car, we should have and trust

Jesus as our driver, instead of hiding and avoiding Him in the trunk.

Another example that not only strengthened, but also tested my faith is during

my English class in my junior year of high school. My English teacher was asking
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us to choose a side of the room, either pro or con, for many current issues in order to
start a group discussion. When he asked about whether it is right or wrong to outlaw
same-gendered marriage, I knew that it was right to go to the con side because
homosexuality is prohibited according to the Bible. However as I was standing up to
go the opposition side of the room, everyone else started to go to the contrary side. I
can’t help but to feel a little nervous because I was the only one on this side! Then a
girl, who is in the same Christian club that [ was in, came over to my side, and we
stood up for our faith that day. From this, I learned that my faith can shake even in

small trial like this, so I really need to ask God to strengthen my faith.

I am thankful that God has chosen me to be one of His special people. [ am
thankful that God allowed me the opportunity to get to know Him better. I believe in

Jesus Christ, the son of God, who has died on the cross to save a sinner like me.

file:///D/wordpublications/July%202014%2016_By%20Timothy%20Meng.html[7/17/2022 3:44:32 PM]



	July 2014 0_編者 Editor
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 0_編者 Editor.html


	July 2014 1_譚立洲傳道
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 1_譚立洲傳道.html


	July 2014 2_林克光
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 2_林克光.html


	July 2014 3_宦壘
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 3_宦壘.html


	July 2014 4_陳曉雲
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 4_陳曉雲.html


	July 2014 5_恩典團契
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 5_恩典團契.html


	July 2014 6_王鐵軍
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 6_王鐵軍.html


	July 2014 7_顏北辰
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 7_顏北辰.html


	July 2014 8_李鳳團
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 8_李鳳團.html


	July 2014 9_徐志傑
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 9_徐志傑.html


	July 2014 10_唐錦儀
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 10_唐錦儀.html


	July 2014 11_汪雪貞
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 11_汪雪貞.html


	July 2014 12_馬明昭
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 12_馬明昭.html


	July 2014 13_林清秋
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 13_林清秋.html


	July 2014 14_于艾真
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July 2014 14_于艾真.html


	July 2014 15_By Iris Tham
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July%202014%2015_By%20Iris%20Tham.html


	July 2014 16_By Timothy Meng
	Local Disk
	file:///D/wordpublications/July%202014%2016_By%20Timothy%20Meng.html



